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NOW_ Dacor offers the greatest advancement in Under- 
water Breathing Units, assuring Divers greater protection 





and safety than any other diving lung on the market. ~<a <a 
(oe eg SV 
NOTE these other Exclusive DACOR Features: - coe 
a : ‘ ; | — 
e Two STaGE REGULATOR reduces air pressure twice, V= 4 Les es 1 — 
assuring uniform breathing regardless of tank pressure. = = ES 
e Dacor D n assures greater uniformity of breathing “| * FP —| 
A esign assures greate y é <a Ng 
regardless of the diver’s position in the water. ae — — 
e The Diaphragm which operates the air demand 
valve is not exposed to the water surrounding it. A 
Therefore it is not subjected to any movement = rm 
except that caused by the normal breathing cycle. & 
e Both Diaphragms are made of rubber with strong Nylon , 
cores. Both separate the water from the air chamber. Double Diaphragm —Double Protection 


e If either one of the diaphragms should become damaged PRICES: 
or inoperative, the regulator will continue to function Complete Lung with Standard Valve. .$149.50 
efficiently assuring double safety to the user. Complete Lung with Reserve Valve... 164.50 


e The unique design of the Mouthpiece Regulator Complete..............00.+: 82.50 


incorporates three important features: 


1 Mouthpiece is designed to fit the natural 
shape of the lips and mouth, reducing 
muscle fatigue. 
2 The Valve Chamber is set below center to 
eliminate interference with the face mask 
and serve as a water and saliva trap. DD | VW i mY G i U fer G 
3 Non-Return Valves, fully encased in Nylon 
housings, assure unrestricted operation and 


prevent water from entering intake hose. DACOR CORPORATION 
P.O. Box, 551 * Evanston, Illinois 
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® CRESS! RONDINE FINS 
manufactured and distributed 
exclusively in the United States by 


HEALTHWAYS 
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‘Diver’ Announcements 


Last Call . . . for Compressed Air Stations around the nation, 
The list of stations that we have been compiling for se. eral 
months will appear in the May issue, so if your air supy!y is 
not registered with us as yet rush it in now!! 

First Call . . . for Recompression Chambers that are avai! ible 
to skin divers. Several readers have expressed a need for © list 
of recompression chambers and we are more than hap) to 
publish this list, however, the information must come ‘om 
the divers and the people in charge of these chambers. F «ase 
send us a post card giving the complete information abou the 
facility . . . location, hours, attending doctor, etc. 























APRIL COVER 
Painting by John Steel 


SHARK — Have you made a definite decision about him? Place 
yourself in our cover diver’s position for a moment. Now, — 
what is your opinion?? 








S.P.A.A.U. MEET — 
UNDERWATER SPEARFISHING 
Friday, April 20, 1956 
8:00 P.M. 


7600 Graham Avenue, Los Angeles 1, Calif. 
PAT O’MALLEY, Chairman 
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Regional Skin Diving Councils and 
Associations 


FLORIDA SKIN DIVERS ASSOCIATION 
Ed Miller, Publicity Director 
P. O. Box 809 
Tallahassee, Florida 
Walter Lohman, President 
CALIFORNIA COUNCIL OF SKIN DIVING CLUBS 
Homer Lockwood, President 
P. O. Box 7163 
Long Beach 7, California 
SAN DIEGO DIVERS COUNCIL 
Mike Carnohan 
1015 Prospect 
La Jolla, California 
CENTRAL CALIFORNIA SKIN DIVING COUNCIL 
4101 Hillcrest Way 
Sacramento 21, California 
Robert B. Shaw, President 
NORTHEASTERN COUNCIL OF SKIN DIVING CL‘ BS 
Don Robinson, President 
P. O. Box 42 
Shawsheen Village, Massachusetts 
GREAT LAKES COUNCIL OF SKIN DIVING CLUBS 
Dick Oglesby 
847—118th Street 
Whiting, Indiana 
HAWAIIAN SKIN DIVING ASSOCIATION 
Denny Heenan, Secretary 
230 Plantation Drive 
Honolulu 18, Hawaii 
Cliff Spencer, President 
INTERNATIONAL UNDERWATER SPEARFISHING 
ASSOCIATION 
Ralph N. Davis 
Los Angeles County Museum 
Exposition Park 
Los Angeles 7, California 
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"Easiest 


breathing hy /)/7' he 


in the world!” 





Zale Parry — diving star of ‘Kingdom of the Sea” (TV series) 


NEW MODEL-NORTHILL AIR-LUNG 





New refinements to the scientifically- 
engineered Northill Air-Lung moke it more 
than ever the best underwater swimming equipment you 
can buy! 

Only the Northill gives you a regulator valve machined 
from solid brass. This valve includes a simplified hose 
purging mechanism and a built-in depth-compensated 
reserve air valve. Fail-safe design insures continuous air- 
flow...no additional non-return valve required — hoses 
may be purged by standard practice. It breathes easier, 
any depth or position, than any other regulator valve. 


Ease of maintenance: No calibration or special tools 
necessary. Can be cleaned and reassembled in less than 
10 minutes. 


Sold only through authorized dealers... 
dealer and jobber inquiries invited 


Designed by the world leader 
in air pressure controls — AiResearch, 
a division of 
The Garrett Corporation 


Used and approved by the U.S. Navy 


Other Features FREE brochure 


Rugged construction: Every part of the Northill Air-Lung 
is strong and durable, with no flimsy components. It has 
a tasteless, odorless white neoprene mouthpiece and salt 
water and sun resistant neoprene hoses. 


Safety features: An air reserve that always gives a diver 
a minimum of 300 P.S.I. regardless of depth and a newly- 
designed, simplified quick-release harness make the 
Northill Air-Lung more than ever the world’s safest unit. 


*Self-Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus 


Northill Company, Inc. :7 


9225 South Aviation Boulevard, Los Angeles 45, Calif. 


A subsidiary of reas CORPORATION 


| am interested in an underwater swimming unit. Please send me 
your free brochure on the AIR-LUNG. 


Name a 





Street caaenenat a 








City ——————- —_—_ == 
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NEW UNDERWATER AIR GAUGE 
makes lung diving SAFER! 


NOW, with MAR-MAC’s new SeAir Gauge, you can 
see how much air you have in your tank before you 


dive and at any time during your dive! 


Guard against diving with a doubtful air 
supply .. . stop guessing how much air 
Wem iniuem (Oiaitiietoatwitae avoid tiring, 
surface swims back with heavy, empty 
tanks. Install this new submersible, shock 
proofed, NEOPRENE ENCASED ) air 
gauge on your SCUBA and get more sport 
with safety out of your dives 

These gauges are now being used by 
over 1000 lung divers from the Red Sea to 
the waters off Japan. Developed by lung 


divers for you so you can know when 
you've reached your “point of return” for 
proper decompression and safe return un- 
derwater to your “point of entry.” 

Easily installed. Insert “O”. ring assem 
bly between medical valve and regulator 
replac Ing Teflon TITS g Saves cost of re 
serve valve on spare bottles. Dealer in- 
quiries invited write for more informa 
tion. ONLY $24.95. Unconditionally guar 


anteed for one vear from date of pure hase 


BUY FROM YOUR DEALER OR DIRECT (POSTPAID ) 


MAR-MAC INDUSTRIES 


1453 REVERE AVENUE, 
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HAYWARD, 


CALIFORNIA 


Letter 


Dear Editor, 


Thanks a million. 

I would like to express my tha: ks to 
everyone who hel “d with the C.,uncil 
of Skin Diving Clubs’ Dance re: ently, 
I’m sure everyone had a good tin 

Thanks to the Sea Angles for «|! the 
cooking and cleaning up, they re a 
wonderful club. I cannot say enow: h for 
the Long Beach Neptunes who are «:' ways 
so willing and clever to help wit. the 
decorations. Thanks, also, to the <ing- 
fishers for running the check roo Jim 
Perry for the posters, Bob Earle «! the 
Onion Cafe for arranging and mar iging 
the food, and Dot and Gene Davis for 
their untiring efforts. 

The Council dances are further a: ured 
of success by the generous ont is of 
prizes and awards received from Mark 
Marine, Rose Marie Reed, Marty -aiti- 
nen, Jantzen, Kelp Suit, Dive N Surf, 
Water-Gill Products, Voit and Ne tune 
Sports. 

Again, thanks to everyone. 


Laura Sturgill 


To Central California Skin Diving ( lubs: 


When a person does something per- 
taining to sports they don’t expect “thank 
yous” — they do it ‘simply because they 
want to and because it gives them pleas- 
ure. So, when a group as large as the 
Cen-Cal area gets together and presents 
you with a very expensive, engraved 
ebony black desk pen set just to say 
“Thanks’—Man, You're floored! 

True, it’s work being a contest chair- 
man — you put the thumb screws on the 
little woman ’til she does the typing and 
handles the phone calls for you, the yard 
and house work go undone, in fact it 
raises hob with the whole household and 
does it hurt when a contestant or spec- 
tator rakes you over the coals when some- 
thing goes wrong. But, the peopl 
meet and the friends you make are 
every bit of it. 

I have been very highly honored and 
the pen has my name on it, but for every 
honor and for every letter of engraving, 
could name a club and dozens of people 
who were the ones that really made the 
contests a success, for without contest 
ants, sponsors, spectators, and the efforts 
of the guys and gals you never seé 
nothing could be a success. 

Altho this is undoubtedly the 
beautiful pen set I have ever see! 
things that I cherish most are the thought 
and the friendships that are a part of it 
These I will always remember. 


Sincerely 

Dave Campbel 

Pres. THE BARB 
Chairman Ce»-Ca 
Championships Comn:itte4 
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the Cwiml! 


It's time to take a careful check of 
your skin diving equipment to see if you're 
ready for the big season ahead. 

What about the newest in Swim-Fins 
and Face Plates? 

Voit’s got ‘em —the newest designs and 
styles — for every price, age group and skill! 

What about equipment for the expert 
diver — Lungs, Underwater Suits and Guns? 

Voit’s got ‘em —tested and recommended 
by the authorities — and they’re the finest 
made at any price! 

Add to this a complete selection of less 
expensive swim items and accessories to 
make your diving easier and more fun. 

Pictured here is just a small part of the 
Voit Swim Line for 1956. Many more items 
are ready and waiting for you! 

Yes, this year, get in the 
swim with VOIT! 
































45 West 18th Street 
New York 11, N. Y. 


211 East Harrison Street 
Danville, Ill. 


2945 East 12th St. 
Los Angeles 23, Calif. 
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For the Big Ones’ 
that wont 


get away! 





MARK VII 


CO2 SPEARGUN 


New power and accuracy 
to make your spearfishing 











extra exciting. Each CO2 
cartridge holds about 40 

A shots and you can change 

F cartridges quickly under 
water. It comes equipped 
with standard line clips 
(A). You'll like the han- 


dling, balance, and action 


of this gun $47.50 
rhe spin type reel (B) is 
extra $5.95 


SEE 
THESE GREAT 
NEW ITEMS AT 
YOUR DEALERS 


TODAY! 


For your Dealer’s address, write: 


MARK MARINE ... 


112A W. Commonwealth 


Fullerton, California 
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Mexican Frogman Club members Enrique Contv and Rogelio Pier Gonzalez leav« boat 
after making dive in volcanic crater. Before the Spanish conquest the Matlatzincas I: dians 


tossed valuable objects into the lagoon. 





An outstanding “first”... 


DIVING AT 12,600 FEET 


The Mexican Frogmen Club (Non 
Profit Corp.) was founded two years 
ago. It is the veteran Diving Club of 
Mexico. Its founder, Mr. Juan Ibarrola 
Buhl, and its counselors are all well 
known and highly esteemed in business 
and banking circles of Mexico. The 
Club has now several hundred members. 


The Club has warmly fomented div- 
ing. On November 26 1955, another 
achievement was obtained. South-west of 
Mexico City, near the city of Toluca, 
exists an ancient volcano called “Nevado 
de Toluca”, which is approximately 13,- 
500 feet above sea level. 


In the Crater are two lagoons, the 
largest is called “Laguna del Sol” (La- 
goon of the Sun). and the smaller “La- 
guna de la Luna” (Lagoon of the Moon), 
at an altitude approximately 12,600 ft. 
above sea level. 


The Matlatzincas Indians that lived in 
the Valley of Toluca before the conquest. 
worshipped the lagoons as Gods and cast 
valuable objects into the lagoons. His- 
torians state the fact. 

The adventure was planned for several 
months in all details, very closely with 
the Counselor of the Club, the very well- 
known businessman, Mr. Pablo Bush 
Komero, who directly patronized the re- 


—— above sea level 


alization of this record. 

Under the direction of Mr. Juan l|bar- 
rola Buhl and with decisive support of 
Mr. Bush Romero, a caravan of news 
papermen, TV, press photograpliers. 
radio and Mexican movie operators. was 
organized and they all took several !iours 
in climbing the rough and straight road 
that leads to the top of the snow covered 
volcano. 

Two members of the Club dived in the 
largest lagoon descending from a_ boat 
placed exactly in the middle of it. The 
divers were Mr. Enrique Contyv and Mr. 
Rogelio Pier Gonzalez, expert and active 
members of the Club. They used Scuba 
equipment of 2 and 3 tanks during the 
dives to the bottom of the “Laguna del 
Sol’. 

The water’s surface temperature was 
0.3 centigrade. The temperature out of 
the water at the time of the diving was 
between 0.5 and 1 degrees. This was 
witnessed by numerous newspaper people 
and cameramen. 

The Mexican Frogmen Club, /volds 
and claims the diving championshi; on 
the highest altitude above sea level that 
up to now has been achieved. 











We are proud that Mexico has this 
world’s record which prompts us to com 
tinue another series of activities. ™ 






= = 
SOCRWATER SAFETY 
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OF WATER SPORTS AND SPORTS DIVING EQUIPMENT ! , 


3669 SEVENTH AVENUE 
LOS ANGELES 18 CALIFORNIA 
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re er 
S9HD, full suit, Heavy Duty............... 
SOS Sharty, with heed... 5c ccc cc cc cece. 
45S Shorty, short sleeves, with hood......... 
W350 Marina Shorty, no hood, short sleeves. . . 
TOHD Shorty, Heavy Duty, with Hood........ 
4G? pants, Heavy Outy. .. 2... ccc cecccuens 
EN ob kG okt he pa Me hae RS eA 


I eas gadis aad eee ee eb ee 
EK3 Edco Beaver full suit Kit.............. 
ED4 Edco Beaver full suit Kit, Heavy Duty. .... 
EK 1 Edco Beaver Shorty Kit................ 
EK2 Edco Beaver Pants Kit................ 
E18 Neoprene sheet, 38 x 116”........... 
ESR Seam reinforcement 12" x 36” ......... 
Be, Cree Be GO 6 ook noe Se scenes nes 


Men’‘s Sizes 

Weight 100-120 Ibs., Small Marina 
Weight 120-140 Ibs., Medium Marina 
Weight 140-160 Ibs., Small 

Weight 160-185 Ibs., Medium 
Weight 185-225 lbs., Large 


Women’s Sizes: Marina Suits 


Small—Dress size 10-14, 110 to 135 Ibs 
Medium—Dress size 16-20, 140 to 160 Ibs. 


an additional charge of $5.00. 


Dealers in California, Write 


BEAVER OF LA JOLLA 
P. O. Box 348, La Jolla, California 
Tel. GL. 4-5141 





SKIN DIVING SUIT 


<< Beaver OF LA JOLLA 


MANUFACTURED BY 


All suits and kits come in 5 sizes. Special order suits made for 





$ 4” 


Dealers outside California, Write 


Engineering Development Corp. 
305 American Trust Building 
Berkeley 4, California 
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-_ U.S. Divers is celebrating its Tenth 
< ww jubilee Year...ten years which have proved 
to the sports world the mechanical excel- 
lence and matchless performance of the “Aqua 
Lung” SCUBA. Ten years of Safety... Quality... and 
Dependability. Ten years of operation without one 
casualty traced to mechanical failure. 


This year U.S. Divers offers a great, new expanded 
line built to the same exacting standards of perfection as 
the original ‘Aqua Lung’’. Nine important refinements 
AGAIN make “Aqua Lung” the best SCUBA and the 
Best Buy for 1956. 


If you are a budget minded enthusiast, you can buy a 


complete “Aqua Lung” unit with the brand-new DY Regulator 


with fiberglass housing, “R’’ Automatic Reserve Valve 
and the new Standard 2250 I.C.C. p.s.i. cylinder for only 


DA-FJ2 Double Tank 


“Aqua Lung”, 
complete with Harness, $225.00 











New '56 Regulator Mouth- 
piece and Hose Assembly. 
Standard equipment with 


all 1956 production 
Regulators. Incorpo- 
rates non-return valves 
in both the inhale and 
exhale sides; stops 
water from entering 
the breathing hoses. 
X60 -- Mouthpiece 
(Separate — see illustra- 
tion) $2.95 
X60H~ Mouth- 
piece and Hose 
Assembly (com- 
plete) $9.95 


$110.00! 


THE LEADER OF THE LINE 
IS SCUBA AT ITS FINEST! 


The Standard Navy Unit. 


This type unit represents the equipment 
now used by the American, British, French 
and Canadian Navies. Assembly consists of 
the DA Two-Stage Regulator, FJ2 Double 
Tank Block with “J” Constant Reserve Valve 
. permits dives of 140 minutes duration. 


Cafoty,.. Quality. Dependability 
U. S. DIVERS 


All 1956 Standard “Aqua Lung” 
cylinders offer 5% More Air Capacity 
. longer dives than competitive units! 
(Increased from 2150 L.C.C. p.s.i. to 2250 







1.C.C. p.s.i.) All are made of galvanized, chrome 
molybdenum steel, equipped with the improved 


harness with extra-wide shoulder bands. 


The 


variety of Tank Blocks offered fits every diver's 


need.. 


EJ— 


new 





Navy Type Constant Reserve Valve: 
ER—Standard Tank Block with “"R” 
matic Reserve Valve $65. 


.and, every diver’s pocketbook 
FJ2—Navy Type Double Tank Block: $145 
Deluxe Single Tank Block with "J’’ 


$80 
Auto- 


"R” Automatic Reserve Valve. The 
""O" Ring ‘which replaces Teflon 
Washer) seals perfectly..easily. Permits 


fingertip eq and removal of 


Regulator from 


ank Block. “R” 


Valve gives the diver adequate reserve 
of air to return safely to the surface 


from any depth. Completely automatic. 


“J” Constant Reserve Valve, U.S. 
Navy Type ‘pre-set at 300 p.s.i.) “O” 


Ring replaces Teflon Washer. 


“ye 


* Valve gives diver a known, pre-set 


DA”A 


reserve of air. Manually operated by 
easily accessible pull rod. 


py $45 .NEW 





qua Lung” Regulator: 
$80.00. The famous two-stage 
Regulator, U. S. Navy used and 
approved.. 
less performance. 


. Ten years of fault- 


DW Aqua Lung “Stream Air” Regulator: $65 
Navy chromed brass and stainless steel construction 
throughout. New advanced Cousteau-Gagnan pro- 
cess. Features ease and naturalness of breathing, 


air economy. 


DY Aqua Lung “Jet Air” Regulator: $45.00 


Improved Cousteau-Gagnan process. 


Fiberglass 


housing; all chromed brass and stainless steel 
mechanism. Easy breathing, economizes air. 


- 











manufacturers of the femeus Taqua-lumn 


11201 West Pico Boulevard ¢ Los Angeles 64, California 





SCUBA 





Weight Belts are neces- 
sary to gain “neutral 
buoyancy’ for effortless 
motion underwater. 
New scientific design 
prevents weights from 
slipping onthe belt and 
from pinching body. 

M-LD 8 Lb. Lead 

Weight Belt: $8.95 


M-CI 8 Lb. Cast Iron 
Weight Belt: $5.95 


FOR SAFETY’S SAKE.. 
Pressure in the cylinder 
must be checked before 
each dive. The '56 Pres- 
sure Gauge and all Filler 
Attachments are equip- 


ped with the new 
“bleeder valve”’ which 
breaks che air pres- 


sure and permits finger- 
tip removal after use. 
“P” Pressure Gauge 
(with new “bleeder 
valve”): $11.95 
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ROSE-SCUBA, MODEL 56 Neve 
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Pressure Reducing |. 
Valve [= 
TIES - 








Yoke Fits 
All Scuba tetas 








Soft Rubber 
Mouthpiece 







Demand Regulator 
and Exhalation Valve 


THE ‘““SCOOPS’’ THE SCUBAS 


New, exclusive principle for easier, safer “breathing.” 
New, simplified design, more efficient, lower priced. 
The PRO plays for keeps! It sets an entirely new high in SCUBA stand- Y 7A 


ards. It will win you over on superior performance alone. (Lower cost 
due only to functional simplicity.) The Rose-Scuba PRO, Model 56, 
gives you the most “natural” breathing you've ever experienced with 
any scuba. Tests show lowest resistance to inhalation and exhalation ts 
under all conditions. No variation at any depth, or in any position. 
Utmost freedom of action. Needless bulk is eliminated. No oversize / 
hoses to cause mouthpiece “pull”. No flooding! No néed for maneuver- § y 
ing to “clear” air passages. Meets Navy and Air Force min. flow A 
requirements of 135 L.p.m. at 1.5 in. or less water suction. Guaranteed \ ; 
for one year. 5 free yearly factory inspections at postage cost ouly. 4 
The PRO (shown above) fits all conventional tanks, and makes safe all 
\ef “homemade” units. ° Yoke or standard cylinder nut optional. Write to 

nt Rose Aviation, Inc., Dept. 1230, Madison, Ohio. (Or mail coupon below.) 
ey 










“Skin diving 
is more fun 


with a PRO” (/ 


oe ROSE AVIATION, INC. 


ra “4 Dept. 1230, Madison, Ohio 


Send FREE complete information about the PRO. 
Name 
Street 


Cit Z ..State. 
Designed and manufactured by the engineers who developed = raed _ 
and produced Air Force breathing equipment. 


12—APRIL—SKIN DIVER 








DESERT DIVERS 
VENTURE UNDER ICE 


By BOB MORBY 





; Nevada Desert Divers Inc., the Sage- 
brush State’s sole diving club, is hardly 
ayear old, but takes pride in an event- 


ful history. 





nother notch was carved when Club 
Presi lent Fritz Hertlein and I descended 
into « hole chopped through a full 12- 
inches of ice into the near-freezing water 
of a Xeno reservoir, Saturday, February 
4,1°56. The maximum depth was 12 
feet ind visibility was zero. Sixty-five 
feet f the rope attached to Fritz’s waist 
was } ulled under, as we explored the en- 
tire }ottom of the murky reservoir. San 
Fran isco diver Jim Wysong greeted us 
with a thermos of hot chocolate as we 
reac! ed the end of the trail. 


The level of cooperation in the NDD 


Po 
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is especially high as evidenced by the Fay and Bernice Field of Orlando, Florida adjusting equipment on their children at Rain- 
dlec:iveness of Bob Mefford. Ted Bover. — ae The younger Fields are using Britt Swim Saucers to help propel them 
° . . ° + * through the water. 
Bill Henderson, Cal Pettingill, Frank ° 
Way and Bill Harper of the surface crew. der-ice dives planned for the near future. served as a stand-by at the Annual Gold- 
Besi a re a hole six feet in diam- as diving experience of this and other Cup Regatta at Lake Tahoe last summer 
der ‘hroug the ice, they helped us with types is necessary in providing a better- and was quickly mobilized for action 
ur equipment and responded well to than - adequate emergency underwater during the devastating flood in Reno 
‘igncls from below. Res-Q-Squad for service to the surround- near the close of 1955. “Service to So- 
This dive was a primer to other un- ing community. The NDD Res-Q-Squad ciety” is our motto. 
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1 56, 
with scientifically checked for maximum pressure and 

lation temperature changes! : 

sition. 

eat DIVE TESTED at depths exceeding 170 

ae feet the "WAUTILUS 177” gives you 

-“ a matchless freedom, warmth and comfort. 

only. VY Full form-fitting design, hand made from 

- - Pure avid latex. Newly designed Italian 

‘1te m —— , 

lo — Sy. _ scoop-chute provides 
\ i. — \ 


fast, easy front 
entry. Sizes small, medium and lfarge. 


REG. $59.95. 3988 
DIVE TESTED at depths to 300 feet, de- 


luxe "WAUTILUS 300” is two-ply 


pure gum rubber. Scoop-chute front en- 


try. REG. $69.95. 4988 











METRO - MARINE INC. 


2505 TELEGRAPH AVE. * OAKLAND, CALIF. 
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OMORROW we leave for our month’s vacation to baja. 
To ticket to big fish, mammoth turtles, vultures, sharks. 
tortillas, bounding miles of dirty, washboard roads and 
no gas and flat tires! And Senor and Senora, of course, the |eau- * ‘ 
tious splendor of shell beaches, blue skies and exciting. but hegre 

By JACK WAITE rugged night dives! But right now we're in the act of putting §*° 
the finishing touches in packing the underwater camera and § Three 
diving gear into the four wheel drive pickup truck; our visas §ve left | 
and vaccinations are in order. We’re packed to the gills with BBay of | 
extras of a fourteen foot boat, 30 horse outboard — and willf ¢; 4, 
be ready to roll at 6:00 A.M. lowing 
In motion, we are crossing the border at Tijuana and arrive §hunter’s 
at Ensenada with two flat tires and rougher road ahead. What Gye met 
to do? A skin diving council — we agree to turn back for new §and fish 
tires and leave the boat and motor behind. one 16-1 


Here is an exciting account of the trials and adventures of 

Retreading the miles of a lost day and night, we are thinking Ja week 
of the motor and boat, Senor, how handy for islands and out- At ni 
lying reefs. Look ahead there, as the Arroyo Seco pavement 
ends, a greeting of 50 miles of washboard paths to San Quentin! 
And beyond, no mirage my friend, more terrain of corrugation, 
dirt, sand and rock! 

Siesta? Our Bob Allison creates a makeshift crutch ovt of 
the underwater camera box and with a small pillow, the sand- 
man drops pebbles in his eyes as we jog along. Only too soon we 
hit a bone crushing bump and are hurtled into the air, and Bob§ >teall 


two men and a jeep truck in the barren undeveloped land 
of Baja California ...an area surrounded by water contain- 


ing turtle, fish. gigantic underwater caves and historic among | 
g 


Mulege 
Concepe 
the side 
promisi 
underne 


legends. This trip makes the second into this region by Jack 
Waite who is a seasoned skin diver. spearfisherman and man 


of adventure. 


SCCCHCHSSE SSCS H eee eee ReeeeeeeEEES 
POSSESSES Eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeEe 


heals a black eye through the passing days. anc’ wh 
What a wonder to see the Bay of Angels! There’s Mr. led ves 
Diaz, too — greeting us with perfect English — on renting | oats§™ the 
at fifteen to forty dollars a day, rooms for tourists, with a dis: the stec 
sertation on turtles being the bay’s only other sole support. loot sha 
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We saw fish up to 200 lbs. and speared some jewfish, cabrilla, 
go, halibut, vieja, parrot fish, but we had trouble with our 
s, and one lung did not function; so we shared Bob’s lung 
ihe last day and ran into some large grouper. We agreed that 
ye should have had the boat just then! 

It’s night and we’re leaving, and a day and one half later we 
drive into Santa Rosalia just after a storm. We find a cave 
md set up camp two miles from town; when the water clears 
we will visit my old spearfishing haunts of the previous year. 
In dismay, we find the storm has driven the fish to deeper water 
md there are no big ones to be seen. 

Our typical day in Mexico is greeting the morning at five 
thirty or six, snoozing for another half hour and then talking 
sbou' getting up, bobbing a head out from under the covers 
in test of what a cold Mexican night can leave behind. Then 
oug!:ing a breakfast, the dishes—buddy system, and then off 
for a dive until nightfall. 


In November the water is about 65 to 70 degrees: it is im- 
portent to keep your catch in a lobster sack in the water, else 
the .ultures hovering about will devour them. Hiding them 
unde« rocks will not help I found, upon returning we found the 
catc!, picked full of holes. Thirty vultures surrounded me with 
angry looks, only to fly away when I walked up and took the fish. 


A substantial catch meant a fair trade for the use of a boat, 
lun Iry, showers and meals for the following day. We usually 
tried to find a fisherman if we were in need of a boat, or a 
Mexican family when we were in need of a meal: and they 
were the best. Quite an occasion for them, they invited 15 to 
2 neighbors who came pot-luck; they provided a party with 
food and beer which always finished quite early availing us for 
plen'y of rest for diving the next day. Very hospitable, they 
inev the way to a man’s heart, a full belly, we were contented. 


Most nights we slept in caves, numerous in Baja due to the 
olexnic terrain. Very warm inside and comfortable for rest, 
you can forget the bats flying in and out all night, killing 
msects and bugs, dropping remnants of legs and wings on you, 
and dead bugs attracting millions of tiny. black and red biting 
ants 


We were famished the next day after spearing many large 
rooster fish and grouper, 40 pounders. We bartered our catch 
it the Cafe Mejor for a filling meal, as we talked about the 
chools of yellowtail and rooster fish who passed us by as many 
s three times. Finishing our dinner, we agreed on the tough 
ight they give you. 


Three days of good diving and three days of storms, and 
we left for Mulege, 30 miles distant, almost in the mouth of the 
Bay of Concepcion. 


Si, Amigos, Mulege has thousands of date palms, and a river 
lowing to the ocean through the center of town! A duck 
tunter’s paradise as well as the fisherman’s. At Club Mulege, 
we met Dick, an American and Senor Salizar, who run a hunting 
and fishing club and also accommodates skin divers. Two boats, 
me 16-footer, one 27-footer are available at one hundred dollars 
aweek for daily trips, a full week’s adventure. 


At night, we caved in again, and at sunrise we were diving 
among fish and turtles in thick numbers. The second day, Club 
Mulege took us out in their boat to the mouth of the Bay of 
Concepcion where we anchored near a rock jetty. First over 
the side, diving into 20 to 25 feet of water, the terrain seemed 
promising and the next dive found me upon a rock ledge and 
underneath it was what I had been hoping for—a large grouper! 
Stealthily, swimming with spear ready, 10 feet away. eight, 
an’ wham! And the fight was on — around rocks — under 
ledes — and finally into a cave. Then out the other side, back 
int» the first side again where the grouper snubbed himself on 
the steel cable. Checking — yes, a safe hit — except for a six 
loot shark hanging in mid air beside him. With one eye gauged 
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Baja California. Above map shows the route taken by Jack and 
Bob during their visit to the “Land of Manana”. Map courtesy of 
the Southern California Automobile Club. 
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Long, straight, but extremely rough roads cross the desert from 
one mountain range to the other. This is a typical main highway. 


on the shark, the other on the grouper. the fourth shot forced 
him to surrender. 

We boated him — a 120 pound monster alongside the 30 and 
50 pounders speared earlier. 

The shark? I went back and speared him, but with twisting 
and turning, the arrow pulled out, and he was gone in a flash. 
Buddy Bob had a perfect shot at another large fish, but was still 
having gun trouble. 

Two days and we landed three turtles and a 100 pound black 
sea bass along with fish from 20 to 40 pounds. Bob speared the 
largest rooster fish of the entire trip here: it weighted 45 pounds, 
and what a fight! In trying to stop the line pack, he burned his 
fin,ers so badly, he had to let 100 foot of the line go, and wrestle 
from there on. 

At picturesque Mulege, the underwater camera stopped run- 
ning, and Bob’s compressor sprung a leak, but with the trip more 
than half over we let them be! 

Turtles, Senor? One day while spearing, I came upon a turtle 
sitting on the bottom; the closer | came, the more curious he 
became; one circle around me and back again to size me up. A 
perfect shot, | speared him on the underside of the right flipper. 
Thick skinned creature, it only pierced one quarter inch of the 


The four wheel drive jeep proved to be a very excellent mode of 
transportation for this month-long grind over washboard roads. 


~“~ ie 
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skin, in one side and out the other. Just barely hooked and 
fighting hard, I tried to get hold of his shell and after much 
maneuvering and fencing, he swam me into shore, I being his 
steering wheel. 

After a slight warm-up and rest, Bob and I decided to : 0 out 
looking for more big game, so on the way out he openc:| the 
lobster sack that we had anchored out in the water and { jen | 
started out with the turtle. Almost before he got the sack open 
I was beside him. Those turtles can really swim! 

We'd made up our minds, while at Mulege, to see ho \ the 
local fishermen caught shark. The man we contacted at s « the 
next, very cold morning had a double ended, unpainted bo t, 15 
feet long, with a mast whittled from a tree which could be step. 
ped up for sailing, and worn sails made from white flour -acks 
which made for a unique, but beat-looking: boat. 

The fisherman told us the best time of year to fish for hark 
in Mexico is June, July and August — but this was Novem! or — 
and he had been catching one or two shark per day. 

The nets they use are set in about 50 foot of water. have 
weights on them, with floats fastened to the top of the ne s by 
long ropes. The shark swims into the net and becomes tar sled. 
The man pulls it in and kills it with clubs and a spear. The 
shark is then skinned, the meat is sliced thin, salted and « ried, 
Livers are saved for medicinal purposes, while jaws are s: !d to 
tourists. Their salt is made by grinding rock form to po: der. 
But today, the nets were empty! 

After living with families of Mulege, using their boats. ‘rad- 
ing with them, we bid a buenas dias Amigos and headed fc the 
Bay of Concepcion. 20 miles enroute, we found a beautifu! spot 
called Burro Cove, very near El] Coyote — a spot we liked ‘nost 
of all for the many islands —a haven of lots of fish, colorful 
sea shells and what appeared to be a pure white beach! | ‘pon 
closer scrutiny we discovered it to be a beach of millions of tiny 
bits of shells and coral! 

It was here he met two retired firemen and wives with two 
boats. While they trolled for fish, they said, they would leave us 
on any island to dive. Bob and I, now diving in deeper water, 
50 to 60 feet, with our ears popping easily due to acclimation of 
many dives, had only to see just how long we could stay under. 
Our choice was a small group of islands. We knew it was the 
place that suited us, after close inspection finding it undermined 
with caves and ledges! Here, we anchored our lobster bag. Bob 
was on his last tank of air as he headed to deeper water. Swim- 


The small islands in Concepcion Bay looking out from Burro Cove, 


near El Coyote. This area was a haven for fish and seashells, 
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sing around were fish from 40 to 50 pounds, plus an entire 
shool of large pargo. 







































Checking caves, I ran into a large turtle, Senoras (and I had 
promised the ladies a turtle). I aimed the spear at his neck so 
sto save the shell, but the power head fired aimlessly in the 
and. 

Bob’s bubbles were moving at a terrific rate of speed and his 
ower head fired with a dull thud on the surface. Following his 
jubbles down, I traced him to a large cave, 50 feet down, where 
ie was finishing up on a large grouper. (It tipped the scales to 
5 pounds when we weighed it). Five minutes later. Bob ran 
wt of air, but the big fish was very much alive! Bob tied the 


fsh up to a rock and returned to shore for a bull session. One Jack Waite. author and 
half hour and we were back in the water — the flies and gnats photographer, near El 
mats you can see only with a microscope) drove us there Sombrito Light at 
sone! Mulege. One week at 
Twenty dives later, Bob had his fish, tying him on the sack, this picturesque diving 
yefound many 100 pound fish to aim at, but they would not let spot produced many Wg 


Wsneac. catches as above. 


One cave in 50 foot of water had a 20 foot ceiling: dark and 
rie, ind black, we wondered later how we found our way out 


of it. 
When picked up that evening. we had collected quite a few 
ish, scallops, clams — providing an excellent meal. Tomorrow 


we sturt for home! Today, we headed north, passing through 
Mulee* to Santa Rosalia, where we stopped for one day’s driv- 
ng. ne yellowtail which we traded for a meal and then on for 
as al Santa Rosalia. Driving through San Ignacio. El Arco, 
ama li, Pozo Aleman and Punta Prieta, the towns with “no 
BS or six days, we chugged into Punta Prieta for minor car 
rpairs, gas. After cleaning shells, we dined on the most delicious 
heal of the entire trip — fried clams, stewed tomatoes, peas, 
beans. corn tortillas and dessert. We checked our gas and figured 
be could make it to the Bay of the Angeles, 50 miles out of our 
hay -so we started out, for gas for tourists, boats, airplanes, 
ats, are provided at the Bay. For hauling turtles to En- 
nada, the natives bring back gas in generous amounts. Un- 
tunately, the truck drivers who usually haul gas into Baja, 
here making more money hauling people and furniture. so no 
ps! 
Bouncing over the bay road, the engine made a sickening 
bund and the motor stopped. The gauge registered zero — and 
be were left with 25 miles more to travel. We drew straws for 
tho was to go for gas. Bob won — he left with a 22 pistol, it 
hs evening and seven o'clock: he took no food — said he would 
(Continued on Page 25) 


Which is the right road? 
Scenes such as this face 
the driver in Baja. 








ough and rugged mountains like this faced Bob Allison in his two 15-pound rooster fish. prize catch of Bob while at Mulege. The 
d one half day trek without food to Bahia de Los Angeles for cave in the background was their home for a week. Several 
woline. He wore out a pair of shoes. turtles were taken here, also. 
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Simpler... 





POPULARLY PRICED 


Ti 








® 


(Pat. pending) 


SPEAR GUN 
| $95 


LIST 


Here’s a spear gun whose accu- 
racy and handling ease will 
delight you...whose simplicity 
assures dependability every 
time .. . and whose low price 
will make you want to buy at 
once! It’s safer, too. No trigger 
| to cause accidental discharge. 


New non-slip finger grips 
and fin on the molded fiber- 
\ glass gun assure you of a 
firm grip, help you aim easier 
and shoot with more power. 
Rubber bands can be re- 
placed quickly and easily, if 
need be. Tiger Shark is the 
most practical spear gun ever 
offered. See your dealer, 
or write to 


(DEAN 


~ 


DIVING CORPORATION 
OF AMERICA 


722 S.W. 8th Street 
Miami, Florida 
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In order to cover every phase of the 
nation’s fastest growing sport, skin diving, 
the W. J. Voit Rubber Corp. has added a 
complete line of wet and dry rubber 
underwater suits to its multiple selection 
of swimming equipment. The Voit suits 
come in both wet and dry styles, in ready- 
made or “Make-it-yourself”, and in either 
full-suit or separate shirts and pants. 


mG LOG 


° 





Seuba Diving Log — An essential book 
for every diver. Complete personal record 
with thumb rules for underwater safety. 
Compiled by a former UDU diving officer, 
the book contains decompression tables, 
air duration table, and log blanks for 
recording depths, durations, pressures, 
ete. By Divemaster. 





Healthways Air-Flo Hose for Scuba — The 


Air-Flo hose is made on a new, patented 


spiral principle of a specially-made neo- 
prene and pure gum rubber compound 
with a_ pleasant, lifelong wintergreen 
scent. The spiral design makes it possible 
to make a “one-piece” hose with uniform 
cross section thickness. The Air-Flo hose 
eliminates all weak points. The hose will 


retail for $3.50. 


PRODUCTS | . 


é SF 









new 


Water Ski Kit by Holiday. The 
ski kits are furnished complete with 
binders and illustrated assembly i: strue- 
tions. They are individually boxe: and [Members 
come in either air dried ash or airy dried ¥" 4¥" 

P the freez 
mahogany. This company also has « com. 
plete line of finished water skiis ‘+ five 
different models. Holiday Water ~ports 
Company. 
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The Spearfisherman Company of Hunt- 
ington Beach, California is presenting to 
divers a further development in_ their 
seamless rubber suit line. This garment } 
is a full suit, completely seamless, 100% 
waterproof and features 800% stretch 7) 
ability. Machine moulded. One contin 
uous piece of rubber. 
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nly diving club, help pull Bob Morby and Fritz Hertlein from 
the freezing waters of Reno reservoir. 
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biertic Lewis and Fred Johnson assist Dick Guerine as he pre- 
pares to enter cold, cold Lake Michigan. 





—Photo by Chuck Napravnik 


Photographer Ron Domkowski took this very unusual shot of Dick Guerine in 
»f Hunt- Lake Michigan near Racine, Wisconsin. 
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Syracuse Aqua Kings prepare for an unusual dive near the falls of the 
Jamesville reservoir, N. Y. 
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rs Warren Hill and Carl Campbell of the Elmira, New York 
YM.C.A. are assisted by Bob Erway, and Bill Edwards during 
frigid dive in Eldridge Lake, air temperature 10 degrees 
@ zero. 






































Buffalo Aqua Club Ine.... 


Members of the Buffalo Aqua Club 
Inc., of Buffalo, N. Y. shall remember for 
a long time to come, Sunday, January 
15. 1956 when two members 
through the ice on Lake Erie. All during 
our monthly meetings throughout the 
summer and fall we had been discussing 
the possibility of an ice dive, during 
the winer months. So on a bleak, snow- 


dove 


ing winter day our discussions became 
a reality. 

Of our seventy members in the Club 
(the largest in Western N. Y.) about 
fifteen turned out to aid our two brave 
souls, who had volunteered during the 
summer before to try out our method 
of madness. On hand along with the 
members were a newspaper photograph- 
er (Buffalo Evening News), and a 
WBEN-TV cameraman and also inquir- 
ing fishermen from nearby wind breaks. 
The one foot thickness of ice on the 
Lake that day, presented a hazard. for 
all the spectators, wanting a front row 


Eeeee-rie Erie Ice Fishing 


By ROBERT L. SMITH 


view, caused some pretty large cracks 
to form around us. 

We developed our little story for the 
TV and still cameras around two un- 
happy fishermen spending a bleak day 
on the Lake Erie ice with nothing to 
their catch but cold feet and empty lines. 
Lake Erie at this time of the year yields 
perch, pike, and smelt. The diving took 
place about 14 mile from shore, as the 
men were diving in rubber-wet suits and 
this caused quite a problem on keeping 
warm in the 27 degrees temperature 
that prevailed at the time. 

The hole chopping had just begun 
when spectators from shore thronged 
out on the ice causing the ice to crack 
further and deeper. David Vanderhoek 
and Everligh (Rip) Ehrmann donned 
their Scott-Hydro Paks and became two 
of the first ice divers in this locality to 
swim beneath a layer of ice. Everligh 
(Rip) Ehrmann made one descent and 
came to the top declaring “Boy that 







water sure is cold.” He then de; arted 
to a warm automobile and a hot « ip of 
coffee. David Vanderhoek made bout 
ten trips into water and managed li snag 
ento three perch to make the day « huge 
success after all. 

The ice fishermen were amazed ! \ the 
sight of fish and also at the rapid ty of 
the catch. A measuring of the fish -how- 
ed all past the 12” mark. which mide a 
good meal for Dave. When Dav was 
asked if he was cold he explain: |. “I 
guess I’m so cold now, | just can « feel 
enough to determine how cold I eally 
am.” His departing words as he left were, 
“If you need me again I'll be on!, too 
glad to help out.” 

On the next day the Buffalo Evening 
News carried a large photo and the TV 
station used a 2 minute spot on their 
sports program. All in all it was a very 
successful day and believe it or not. but 
not one sniffle or cough was contracted 
by the divers of The Buffalo Aqua 
Club Inc. >= 


Top—Ice fishermen watch as divers Ehrmann and Vanderhoek 
chop large hole in ice for their entry. 


Left—Members of the Buffalo Aqua Club and “tip-up” fishermen 
discuss the excellent catch with David Vanderhoek; it was better 
than the fishermen did all day. 


David Vanderhoek asks (Rip) Ehrmann, “It it cold?’ as he 
enters the frigid waters of Lake Erie for a little perch fishing. 


—All photos by Robert L. Smith. 
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Underwater Camera 
Used For Coaching 
Swimmers 


The swimming coach at M.I.T., Gor- 
don H. Smith has used an underwater 
camera to record the motions of his 
swimmers on the turns. A series of still 
photographs are taken which show the 
pos tion of the swimmer as he reverses 


his direction at the edge of the pool. 


(.oach Smith operates the camera from 
the surface. timing the exposure moment 
by a push-button when he desires a pho- 


tograph to be made of a swimmer. 


he camera uses 35 mm film in 100 
foc: lengths. making possible some 800 
ph.tographs without reloading. Power 
for winding the film and for the syn- 
ch: onized electronic flash are obtained 
from a 115 volt 60 cycle circuit from 
above the surface. Control of the photo- 
graphy instant is obtained by the inter- 
ruption of the power circuit. Reclosure 
of the power circuit causes the camera to 
recycle in about 5 seconds. 

(his camera is one of the underwater 
types developed by Professor Harold E. 
Edgerton in the Electrical Engineering 
Department at the Massachusetts Insti- 
tule of Technology. Several of these 
cameras were used on expeditions of the 
National Geographic Society—in partic- 
ular the cruises of the Calypso under the 
command of Commandant Jacques Y. 
Cousteau. On a recent effort in the Medi- 
terranean, photographs were made at the 


bottom of the deepest area near Cape 
Mattapan, Greece, some 14,000 feet be- 
low the surface. 





Coach Smith, on deck, turns on electronic 
camera at the exact moment swimmer 
makes turn, 





M.I.T. swimmer caught in the act of a fast turn with the electronic flash underwater 
camera developed by Professor Harold E. Edgerton. 


ah 


and Coach 
Smith, putting camera in water. 800 
photographs can be made with one load- 
ing. 


Professor Edgerton, left, 





Swimmers examine photographs and dis- 
cuss what improvements can be made in 
style and form. 





South Australian 
News Briefs 
By DAVE FORDHAM 


Local weather bureau officials are now 
blaming the Antarctic ice barrier (which 
is a couple of hundred miles further 
north than ever before) for firstly pro- 
longed stormy weather conditions fol- 
lowed by a two week spell of extreme 
heat with the temperature close to the 
100° mark. Even the fish are all mixed 
up, the crayfish having migrated 40 
miles north of their usual habitat, whilst 
outstanding catches of normally deep 
water fish are being made close to shore. 
Spearmen have been taking up to 35 
cray a day and in Western Australia Ray 
Young has pushed the Australian record 
for blue groper up to 80 lb. 


There were good catches of “non- 
edible” fish during January — both in 
the Sharks and Rays category. A junior 
member landed a 233 pound Black dia- 
mond ray and a Tumby Bay member, 
Roger Dunn vanquished an 8’ 7’ Whaler 
shark. Roger was rather lucky with his 
catch as he was forced to take a head-on 
shot with his four strand rubber gun 
and in endeavouring to land the shark 
pulled the spear out, but determined to 
clinch the capture, managed to obtain 
a grip of the tail of the now groggy vic- 
tim and eventually pulled it ashore. >a» 
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N.S.G.A. Convention 
And Under The Ice 


By BILL BARADA 


The National Sporting Goods Asso- 
ciation show at the Morrison Hotel in 
Chicago was like old home week to this 
California diver. Not only were a lot of 
west coast skin divers at the show. but 
I met skin divers from all over the 
American continent, which were old 
friends although we had never actually 
seen each other. Through the pages of 
The Skin Diver Magazine we have made 
the acquaintance of hundreds of skin 
divers whose friendship has been main- 
tained by correspondence. Jim Auxier 
' and Chuck Blakeslee deserve the thanks 
of all of us for providing a medium 
through which we can share our experi- 
ences, knowledge and problems. 


One of the groups which I met through 
the “Skin Diver” is the Chicago Sub- 
marine Exploration Group, headed by 
Vern Pederson of Chicago Oxygen Ther- 
apy. This group has pioneered skin div- 
ing in their area and deserve a lot of 
credit for promoting the sport in the 
right direction. Under Vern’s capable 
leadership, the Explorers teach safety 
underwater, proper use of equipment 
and cooperation with local authorities. 
It is clubs like the Chicago Submarine 
Explorers which have helped prevent our 
new and fast growing sport from run- 
ning completely away from itself. 


As a west coast skin diver who had 
never been to Chicago, an offer to attend 
the N.S.G.A. show in an advisory ca- 
pacity on skin diving gear was welcomed 
with open arms. The offer was made by 
Charlie Thurmond of Pacific Moulded 
Products, which recently purchased the 
Swimaster line. Charlie wanted some- 
one along who could talk skin diving 
and there is nothing I would rather do. 

The flight to Chicago was made in an 


American Airlines DC7, which is about 
as luxurious a ride as one can get. While 
I watched half of America slip by be- 
low, the stewardess served cocktails and 
fed me dinner. We passed over the 
Grand Canyon and the Rocky Moun- 
tains as easily as you can float over a 
coral reef. The trip took only five and 
one half hours. 


For those of you who may not know 
it, the NSGA show is held in Chicago 
each year for manufacturers to display 
new lines to the wholesale trade. Almost 
everyone who has anything to sell in 
the way of sporting goods is represented 
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Two members of the Chicago Submarine Exploration Group adjust guide lines priv: to 
the under ice dive while Bill Barada, center, prepares his equipment. Cold water nd 


California blood had strange effects. 


and skin diving items are becoming a 
major feature of the show. This year 
the underwater equipment displays, mo- 
tion pictures, slides and lectures almost 
stole the show. Healthways, U.S. Divers 
and Voit each had a number of rooms 
filled with skin diving gear on display, 
while other companies occupied rooms 
on almost every floor. Pacific Sales of 
California was there with Jerry Thomas 
and the Mark VII CO2 gun. Under- 
water Sports Inc. of Florida was there 
with Jordan Klein and the Mako cam- 
eras. Jordan featured a new camera 
which is manufactured in a waterproof 
case. No extra housing is required. 
Other familiar Skin Diver advertisers 
who had displays were: The Cornelius 
Co., U.A.S. Corp., Diving Corp. of 
America, Scott Aviation Corp. with the 
Hydro-Pak, Pacific Moulded Products 
with the Swimaster line. 

A new corporation “The Dacor Corp.” 
with a new lung the “Dacor” was the 
sensation of the show. It is a two-stage 
regulator with two diaphragms, and its 
operation under water is as close to nor- 
mal breathing as I have ever experi- 





Bill’s expression upon emerging from the 
ice. Is it joy or anguish? Pain or amaze- 
ment? 


enced. This is the lung I used to «ive 
under the ice with the Chicago gan 


Other familiar names visiting the 
show were: E. R. Cross, Doc Mathi-on. 
Mel Fisher, Gustav Dalla Valle ind 
Chuck Blakeslee. Chuck was all over the 


hotel handing out samples of the in 


Diver,” bless his his heart. 

The show ended Thursday afternoon 
and, as my plane reservation was [or 
Saturday evening, the Chicago divers in- 
sisted that I get a taste of their kind of 
diving. To this Californian, with his 
thin blood and no natural insulation. a 
dive in ice water, even with a Bel-Aqua 
suit, sounded frightening. 


Sam Davidson Jr., designer and engi- 
neer of the Dacor lung, took me under 
his wing Friday for a tour of Chicago. 
That evening at Vern Pederson’s store 
we had an old fashioned bull session 
with a group of divers, which I really 
enjoyed. Vern’s Chicago Oxygen is like 
a headquarters for skin divers. You will 
always find a gang there ready and will- 
ing to help you enjoy yourself. The ice 
dive was arranged at Vern’s that night. 

| awakened the next morning to find 
a snowstorm blowing outside and was 
all for forgetting about diving and ygo- 
img back to bed. That stuff not only 
looked cold, it was cold. Sam Davison 
just laughed at my apprehension and 
continued his preparations, so, like a 
trapped animal, I prepared myself for 
the inevitable. 


We were met by three other divers 
who didn’t have enough sense to stay in 
a warm bed. Dick Guerine, vice presi- 
dent of the Submarine Explorers; Fon 
Domkowski, and Bob Domkowski, past 
president of the Explorers. These thvee 
set an inland depth record by diving to 
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930 feet in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. 

Our dive was made in a quarry in 
Racine. Wisconsin. It wasn’t snowing 
at the quarry. but the ground was cov- 
ered with ice and snow, and the quarry 
was covered with eight inches of ice. The 
air temperature was a warm 30 degrees 
which had me shivering before I started 
to change clothes. While my teeth chat- 
tere! in anticipation. these hardy souls 
cut a large hole through the ice with 
axes. We then went back to the car to 
“set dressed.” which for me consisted 
of ‘wo suits of woolen underwear. a 
sweit suit. two pairs of woolen socks 
and a towel around the back of my neck. 
Over this we put on two-piece suits. Our 
han Is were protected by cotton or 
woclen gloves covered with rubber 
sloves and sealed with a wrist seal. All 
of hay equipment was borrowed, includ- 
ing a small pair of adjustable flippers 
anc a mask. The only thing they forgot 
to ring for me was a weight belt. This 
dif culty was overcome simply by pick- 
ing up a large rock heavy enough to 
sins me. 


euide line from the hole in the ice 
wa- attached to an old boat on the bot- 
tom by Dick Guerine. and | was care- 
fully cautioned to keep the line in sight 
hecause getting “lost” under the ice 
could be serious. It would take a little 
too long to chip away eight inches of 
ice with a knife. Going into the water. 
I felt no cold except on mv hands. En- 
couraged. | fumbled around on the bot- 
tom until I found a rock I could swim 
with yet heavv enough to take me down. 
Then I started my “dive.” 


The side of the quarry sloped gently 
away toward the bottom, and I could 
see the guide line dropping out of sight 
along the slope. Visibility was good and 
| was surprised at the amount of light 
penetrating the thick laver of ice. The 
group even have underwater pictures 
taken beneath the ice. My only trouble 
was buoyancy and propulsion. My rock 
was never quite the right weight. and 
the small flippers had difficulty pushing 
me through the water. However. I finally 
made the bottom, about 55 feet. and 
thoroughly enjoyed the weird light and 
strange stillness of the water. 


For some reason. | began wondering 
where our air bubbles exhausted from 
the lungs were going. so decided to swim 
to the top and see. That was a mistake. 

bout half-way up my rock failed to 
hold me down and the flippers didn’t 
give enough push to hold steady. | 
floated up until my tank was banging 
against the ice cover. I had plenty of 
time to observe the air bubbles as they 
drifted up through the water and spread 
out under the ice. They formed odd. 
fluid patterns which looked like liquid 


mercury. I found myself wondering how 
iong a diver could survive by rebreath- 
ing this trapped air when his tank was 
exhausted. 

I was wiggling my way toward shore 
when Dick Guerine found me and led 
me to the guide line. I guess the Ex- 
plorers think California divers are pretty 
dumb to stray away like that. 

1 was only in the water a short time. 
but even so my hands were so cold they 
felt like they had had a door slammed 
on them. The Chicago divers were not 
bothered too much so I guess it is most- 
ly my California blood. 

The Explorers also dive Lake Geneva. 
Wisconsin, where they spearfish for 
carp. dog fish. buffalo. gar. and pan 
fish such as blue gill and crappie. In 
Lake Winnebago. Wisconsin. it is legal 
to spearfish for sturgeon. These fish 
are large. weighing as much as 200 lbs. 
The season is only open the last two 
weeks in February and there must be 
ice on the lake. In this case they go 
ice diving with a vengeance. The legal 
lake fish which will run our ocean fish 
real competition for size and fight is the 
gar fish. Some of them reach a length 
of 4 feet and thev are fast. 

\ non-resident fishing license costs 
35.00 in Wisconsin. and the Explorers 
advise you to check with local game 
wardens before spearfishing. Laws vary 
between different counties. 


My hat is off to a rugged bunch of 
divers. and a wonderful bunch of guys. 
If vou want skin diving information 
near Chicago. look up The Chicago Sub- 
marine Explorers at 1641 W. Irving 
Park Road. Chicago 13. Illinois. >= 





Jean-Max Gayraud, member of the Club 
des Chasseurs Sous-Marins de Rabat, pic- 
tured at the Canary Islands, by M, Braud. 








SEAMLESS FULL SUIT 


No more seams . . . No more glue... . 
No more patchwork! 

; for years makeshift patchwork 

suits of rubber hospital sheeting and 

tire patching have been the sole means 

of a skin diver’s cold protection 


DON’T GO GLUED TOGETHER ..* 


"60 SPEARFISHERMAN!’” 





The revolutionary machine method of 
moulding, forms the rubber into per- 
fectly shaped and seamless suit. 100% 
waterproof! 800% stretchable! Easy 
to get into! Outlasts 2 ordinary suits! 


EXTRA LOW 1956 PRICES 


FULL SUIT $39.95 
Small — Medium Large. (Full length 
leas with feet, full length arms.) 
SHORTIE $19.95 


Regular — Large. (‘Thigh seal short 
legs, bicep seal short arms.) 


DOZENS OF BLEMISHED AND SLIGHTLY 
IMPERFECTS AT EVEN LOWER COSTS 


NOTE: Insist on the genuine Spearfisherman 
Suit — if your dealer cannot supply you 
order factory direct 


Send for FREE catalog 


Sun 


7521 CLAY ST. 
Huntington Beach, Calif. 
LExington 6-2279 
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Spearfishing 
Threatened At 
Catalina, Restricted 
Area Approved 

By HOMER J. LOCKWOOD 


An attempt by the Santa Catalina Is- 
land Corporation to close a large portion 
of the east end of the island to spear- 
fishermen was set aside recently by the 
prompt action of the California Council 
of Diving Clubs. 

The Catalina Corporation had _pro- 
posed this closure to the Fish and Game 
Commissioner in Sacramento on Jan. 6. 
stating conservation as reason for their 
action. The final hearing was set for 
Feb. 24 in Los Angeles and it was in a 
last minute discussion before the pro- 
posal reached the floor. that Council 
president. Homer Lockwood and direct- 
ors Woody Dimel and Bill Barada were 
able to meet with Malcolm J. Renton, 
Vice-President of the Santa Catalina Is- 
land Corporation and effect an agree- 
ment satisfactory to both the Council. 
defending the sportsmen’s rights. and 
to the Catalina Corp. in the interests of 
their Underwater Gardens. 


The original proposal would have pro- 
hibited skin divers from taking game 
from Church Rock to Long Point. a dis- 
tance of approximately 9 miles. while 
it would still allow rod and reel fisher- 


men to use the area. This discrimination 
as well as the dangerous precedent that 
such an action would set for other 
regions who might wish to close out 
skin diving, was completely unaccept- 
able to the Council. The Catalina Cor- 
poration’s problem was that divers were 
depleting the sea life in and around the 
famous Underwater Gardens, and also 
interfering with the safe operation of 
the Glass Bottom Boats. 

With the excellent co-operation of the 
principals involved and the help of the 
Ocean Fish Protective Association, Mr. 
Richard Croker and Captain Bob Ken- 
een of the Department of Fish and Game, 
and Andy Kelly. fish and Game Com- 
missioner of the Southern Calif. area, 
an acceptable compromise was worked 
out. 

The area encompassing Lover’s Cove 
will be set aside to preserve the sea life 
in the Underwater Gardens, where the 
tourists in the glass bottom boats may 
view our beautiful Southern California 
underwater world. The boundaries will 
be from the east end of the boardwalk 
to the pump house on the western tip 
of the cove. and extend 100 yards off- 
shore. It will be closed to the taking of 
game by any methods and patrolled by 
the division of Fish and Game. The 
Council strongly urges skin divers to 
stay out of this limited area for any- 
thing but photographic purposes. which 
are allowed. and as a matter of good 
sportsmanship we recommend that divers 
keep away from the glass bottom boats. 
as violation of this observance was one 
of the contributing factors to the original 
request. ~ 
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Long Beach “Y” 


Underwater Class 
By AL FISH 


Long Beach, Calif. Y.M.C.A. 
The Long Beach YMCA has jus: an. 


nounced plans for another course - the 
eighth of a series — in instructior for 
Skin Diving and SCUBA training tbe. 
gin on Wednesday, April 4 and run \sing 
for twelve weeks. All classes wi! be 
held in the ‘Y’ pool under the comp: tent 
direction of instructors Rory Page. ‘lar- 
ry Vetter and Doc Mathison. The Sj) ing 
course will be complete in time for 1 \ose 
taking the instructions to be ready for 
the summer activities as soon as sc ool 
is out. All ‘Y’ Skin Diving classes are 
for both men and women, 16 years and 
older. 

Persons to become eligible for the 
course will need to take out “Y’ mem ver- 
ships on a short term (3 months) | asis 
and also pay a small registration and 
materials fee. Advanced registration for 
the class to insure a place may be 1 ade 
by phoning Al Fish, *Y’ Physical Di- 
rector at HEmlock 7-3538 anytime j rior 
to the opening date. No new regi-ira- 
tions will be made after the third n cht 
of the course. Individuals are required 
to enroll for the entire 12 weeks in o. der 
to qualify for the certificate whic!) is 
handed out upon completion of the 
course. 

Twenty-seven persons were graduated 
and given certificates following the cam- 
pletion of the Winter course just con- 
cluded last month. Many of these same 
people are planning to re-enroll for an- 
other session, while others are planning 
to join the newly formed skin diving 
club —*Y Hydrophiles’— which is com- 
posed of those people who have received 
their cards from the local YMCA. 

Inquiries relative to the Skin Diving 
and SCUBA classes are welcome. 


Florida... 
CORAL CAVE MEN OF TREASURE 
ISLAND 
By John Stephan 

We are getting more members and we 
sure would like to get even more. If 
there is any diver that wants to become 
a member of our club just write to the 
following address: 9901 Gulf Boulevard, 
St. Petersburg 6, Florida, or call this 
number: 21-0084. 

We are starting a service which would 
be very interesting to divers that want 
to know about our part of the country, 
as to how the water is (temperature, clear- 
ness and so forth). We will also be very 
glad to supply information as to the best 
spots to go diving in this area. Anyone 
who wants to know about our area just 
write to the above address or call the 
above mentioned number. We have the 
cooperation of another club in our area 
and of a local sports store (Smith’s Sport 
Store) in this project. >» 
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LAND OF MANANA 


(Continued from Page 17) 


be there by morning. I built a_ nice 


warm fire and read by firelight, and 
then to bed. The next morning my 
eye was swollen from an insect bite. | 
was too tired the night before to care to 
see iow big the monster was. During 
the day I spent the waning hours by 
taking pictures! 

A day and night gone and _ still no 
Bob. I thought they were out of gas at 
the Bay of the Angeles — but after two 
day- and two nights. [ began to wonder. 
Onl: two days left of my vacation. be- 
fore reporting to duty on the fire de- 
partment. | had already begun to think 
of how many days late | would be. and 
where I would work should they say 
the: would not need me anvmore. We 
still had over 500 miles to go and in 
this country. it takes about 18 to 24 
hours to make 200. 


\o news is good news. and | was 


about to hit the sack this third night 
and in the distance. | heard a car com- 
ing. | was sure. as for two days and 
two nights. the only pedestrians were 
two burros and one rabbit. 

1 was Bob. with 25 gallons of eas 
in a truck he hired. with a driver to 
tak it back. Ten dollars for gas. and 
ten for the truck broke Bob. I checked 
my funds and had 62 pesos or about 
five American dollars. Assuring our- 
selves, we would make it in a breeze 
only 500 miles—and we could sell some- 
thing! Bob needed food and water — he 
was lost in the mountains for two days 
and nights. He took a wrong road that 
went to an old Mission 70 miles distant. 
His shoes were new when we started and 
thick soled: now they were almost torn 
to shreds and holey from sliding down 
sharp rocks! And his feet were pitted 
and bruised so that he could just barely 
walk. He found. by opening barrel cac- 
tus and chewing the contents. it was 
quite nourishing. He mentioned being 
glad to be back. as another man had 
died one week before. just 200 miles 
from this very spot. 

As soon as Bob ate. we loaded our 
gear. filled the gas tank and were on 
our way. We got lost for forty miles 
by taking the wrong turn off. which 
happens quite often. We found ourselves 
led to an old mine shaft. barely travelled 
as was the main road and had no signs 
of direction. 

On this kind of trip, Senor. you can 
count on getting lost 5 to 10 times 
or less if you are lucky! You go round 
in circles on cutoffs, either back to the 
main road, or to ranches. mines, old 
missions and beaches. 

We stopped at San Augustine for gas 
and proceeded on through El Rosario. 


aw So 





“Verso il Cristo Degli Abissi”” by Merlo Hurka. Towards the Christ of the depths. 
A diver gracefully floats down to the “Christ Protector of the Divers” which is submerged 
in San Fruttuoso Bay at Portofino, Italy. Photograph by Merlo Hurka. 





about 75 miles north of El Rosario. we 
came to where they were building a new 
road to Ensenada. a road with the con- 
sistency of beach sand — very hard to 
traverse. We ground along in compound 
low. for a few miles. when we met three 
Mexican ranchers who were stuck down 
over the side of the road. with a ton 
and a half truck. They asked first for 
water, which we supplied: then they 
wanted food. We were in dire need of 
money and were willing to sell some 
food at this moment. 


They needed help to pull the truck 
out so we gave it a try. We maneuvered 
our truck over the bank. hooked on to 
their truck but couldn't budge it. De- 
ciding it futile, we started on toward 
Ensenada by ourselves. but four hun- 
dred yards beyond we were stuck on a 
hill. We backed up and took a run at 
it: we were four feet from the edge of 
the road now and the whole soft shoul- 
der gave way and we slipped very slowly 
over the side of a 20 foot bank of beach 
sand, and were helplessly mired. 


The three Mexicans arrived with their 
shovels and everyone got busy digging. 
Digging the truck out three times, two 
hours later we finally got down to the 
hottom and from there on it was easy! 
Then we worked on their truck — laid 
brush, sticks and small rocks for trac- 
tion and repeated the operation. 


Ready to roll, Senor, and our starter 
would not engage in the flywheel. and 
on removal we found sand. Then re- 
assembling it. it still would not work 
so again we removed it, and cleaned it 
with gasoline and that worked! 


The ranchers had made some coffee 
and had fried some quail. and we joined 
them: mighty tasty on a very cold mid- 
night. Piles of brush. cleared for the 
new road, we set a nice fire and warmed 
ourselves too. We learned that the Mex- 
icans had been there all day long digging 
themselves out and had only moved 100 
feet. The coffee break over, we decided, 
now or never, Senor. and all took off. 
Tires sizzling in the sand. motors scream- 
ing to their peaks, we all made it finally. 
Never were any of us so happy to leave 
a place! 

From their car. the Mexicans pointed 
out a hard surfaced. but still bumpy and 
rocky road on through San Quintin 
to a smooth rockless dirt road — and 
finally to beautiful pavement! 

Passing through Ensenada into Ti- 
juana we spent the rest of our pin 
money (50 cents in American money. 
and eight pesos, totalling one American 
dollar — on gas. 

Driving all night. at San Juan Capis- 
trano the gas gauge was empty. We 
dropped in on Fred Kettles. a skin diver 
friend, related our story in brief and 
borrowed 50 cents to finish our trip. 

Home at noon. we unloaded our gear, 
headed for showers — what a super-ex- 
cellent feeling — clean at last, and then 
into the sack to catch up on lost sleep. 
We are broke, tired, dirty, and hungry 
no longer, my truck is a wreck, we lost 
25 pounds apiece. but it was fun, my 
friend. and we’re already planning to 
take another trip down there next year 
BY BOAT!!! 


Hasta la vista. 2zzzzz .. . zzzz. .O@ 
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presents the new, ORIGINAL better-than-ever 
Rondine fins—the ultimate in self-propulsion! 








FIRST IN WATER SPORTS! 


THE sensationa. CRESS] RONDINE’ FINS 7 
ano RONDINE GIGANTE SUPER FINS Fl 


preferred by every expert skin diver and sports diver in the world—makes all other 
professional-type fins obsolete — with all exclusive features now fully patented! 


U. S. PAT. NO. 2,737,668 : 


CREATED AND PERFECTED BY THE GENIUS OF EGIDIO CRESS! OF GENOA, ITALY — FOR 20 
YEARS THE WORLD’S FOREMOST DESIGNER AND DEVELOPER OF UNDERWATER SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT! a 
THE HEALTHWAYS-CRESSI RONDINE FIN IS NOW MANUFACTURED AND DISTRIBUTED IN THE 
UNITED STATES, EXCLUSIVELY BY HEALTHWAYS! CHECK THESE MANY EXCLUSIVE FEATURES, 
THEN BUY RONDINE FINS AND SEE FOR YOURSELF! 

" RONDINE 1 Scientific Rondine design gives swimmer a straight line from knee to fin tip — yet 

FINS allows foot to be held in comfortable natural position! 
$9 5 . 2 New, bigger, more comfortable than ever, complete form-fitting foot enclosure 
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protects foot from cuts and abrasions — allows diver to walk freely on ocean floor! 

3 Now with Healthways sensational new patented, adjustable instep lock-strap which E 
insures perfect fit, maximum power and makes it virtually impossible to lose these “ 
fins !* 

4 Exclusive open-toe design gives amazing comfort — prevents toe cramping and L 
eliminates strain and fatigue ! 

5 The Rondine design permits lightness in weight, yet gives maximum fin-tip rigidity 
= mnarenaee maneuverability and 25 per cent greater speed than any other fin a 
made! 

6 Rondine right and left fins are identical and interchangeable — making for con- 2 
venient and foolproof ease in use! on 

ACCEPT NO SUBSTITUTE OR IMITATIONS IF YOU WANT THE 4 
ULTIMATE IN COMFORT, UTILITY AND PERFORMANCE! 


RONDINE FINS CAT.NO. SIZE SHOE SIZE RETAIL 
The fin that has captured the underwater — i 


1331 *Medium-t 7-9 
sports world! The world’s finest! 25 percent 1336 anon = 9-11 sg» 


faster than any other make! The larger (with adj. instep lock-strap) 

Rondine fins in sizes Large (9-11) and st ng I 

Extra-Large (11-13) come with Healthways sn dn a 

sensational new patented, adjustable in- *Instep lock-strap not needed in sizes: 
step lock-strap!* Med. (5 - 7) and Med. Large (7 - 9) 


et | RONDINE GIGANTE SUPER FINS 
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The Healthways-Cressi Rondine Gigante Super Fin incorporates all the famous features 
of the exclusive patented Cressi Rondine design. A sensational demolition-type super size of 














GIGANTE 
SUPER FINS 





fin that gives tremendous power and amazing speed never before possible! Throughout 
the history of skin diving, underwater government services and experienced water sports- 
men have sought a fin like the Rondine Gigante — the fin that has everything — for the 
professional — the expert! Now it’s here — with the exclusive adjustable instep lock-strap. 





The Gigante is designed for use with rubber suits of all types — in two sizes to fit com- 
fortably any size foot with sox and boots! The Gigante fills the exacting needs of the 
experienced underwater sportsman — the military — professional! The lightest super size 
fin ever made—has unbelievable power- [cay no. size SHOE SIZE RETAIL 





packed snap, speed, maneuverability, 1337 X-Large 11-13 

comfort and protection never before (with adi. instep lock-strap) $ 95 
ossible! 1338 Giant Size 13-16 

Pp (with adj. instep lock-strap) 











Ask to see Healthways new, bigger, better-than-ever, complete line of water sports FY ; 
and sports diving equipment at your favorite sporting goods dealer! Many sen- 24 
sational new items never before available! Write for free catalog! 











HEALTHWAYS — WORLD S FINEST. MOST COMPLETE LINE OF WATER SPORTS AND SPORTS DIVING EQUIPMENT 
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Dealer and jobber inquiries solicited. 











‘uldbiind 


FIRST IN WATER SPORTS! 


NOTE: All Cressi 
and Peche- Sport 
guns have posi- 
tive safety lock! 


Dealer and Jobber inquiries solicited 


Bi 
the G ALT) underwater sports! 


—with the most honored guns in the world! 


HEALTHWAYS leads the field with the finest, most complete line of 
underwater spear-fishing guns and hand sling spear guns in the world! 
... from the basic Hawaiian Sling Spear to the all-powerful Cressi 

Cernia Spring Gun! Striving to improve existing models and 

perfect new designs — Healthways introduces the 

sensational new Sea Gig, Sea Spear and Sea Lance 

flexible fibreglass pole spears (that for the first time 

“give spear fishermen all the added thills of rod fishing) 

— — the amazing new thermoplastic Cressi Mignon — the 
revolutionary new Espadon Peche-Sport Arbaletes! 

Proof positive that Healthways is indeed the “ Big Gun” 

in the underwater sports world was given when Peche-Sport 

a Espadon Arbaletes won first and second place, Peche-Sport 
Arbalete third place, in the 1955 Skin Diving Championships of 

France — when the Cressi Cernia, Saetta and Torpedine won first, 
second and third places in the 1955 Skin Diving Championships of Italy — 
when Healthways Cressi and Espadon guns swept the field, winning all 
team honors and all prizes in Majorca, Spain, in the 1955 International 
Skin Diving Championships: First place, Cressi-Cernia; second place, 
Peche-Sport Espadon; third place, Cressi Saetta! 


HEALTHWAYS HAWAIIAN SLING SPEAR GUN (Follows 
ail Original Hawatian Sling Design) 


Cat. No. 1502 HAWAIIAN SLING SPEAR GUN with 
Standard 4 ft. Spear—accurate— powerful—easy to use! $ 4.95 


HEALTHWAYS SENSATIONAL FIBREGLASS POLE SPEARS 


Cat. No. 1511 SEA GIG 
4 ft. pole spear — 5-prong Cressi Spearhead — for close range. $ 7.95 


Cat. No. 1512 SEA SPEAR — 
one piece 6 ft. pole spear — Cressi detachable spearhead. $ 9.95 


Cat. No. 1513 SEA LANCE — 7’ 8” two-piece 
“take-down” pole spear — with Cressi detachable spearhead. $ 14.95 
HEALTHWAYS AQUA SPEAR POLE SPEAR (Made of Anodized Aluminum Tubing) 
Cat. No. 1510 AQUA SPEAR — Deluxe Pole Spear — 7’ 3” long— 
floats — takes down to two sections for carrying and storage. $ 11.95 


HEALTHWAYS-CRESSI SPEAR GUNS 


The genius of Cressi created these amazing center-grip, precision balanced under- 
water guns that operate with internal power, whether spring or rubber! Cressi 
guns follow the principle of the modern rifle barrel — give maximum accuracy, 
power and penetration! Made in Italy of “anti-corrodal”’ metal, resistant to salt 
water. The ultimate in the underwater spearfishing arsenal — use a Cressi gun 
once and prove it to yourself — now at new lower 1956 prices! 


Cat. No. 1530 CRESSI MIGNON — rubber powered ’ 
made of new thermoplastic— 34” long — for ‘‘close-in’’ work. $ 17.95 


Cat. No. 1531 CRESSI SAETTA— spring powered — 45” long. $ 23.95 


Cat. No. 1532 CRESSI TORPEDINE — spring powered — 
77” long —‘‘breaks”’ to convenient carrying length. $ 26.95 


Cat. No. 1533 CRESSI CERNIA— spring powered — 
69” long —"‘breaks”’ to convenient carrying length. $ 29.95 


HEALTHWAYS PECHE-SPORT ESPADON ARBALETES — amazing light 

weight — they float! (Pat. applied for) 

Cat. No. 1507 BANTOM ESPADON— for ‘‘close-in” work—3-prong head $ 11.95 

Cat. No. 1508 JUNIOR ESPADON-amazing light weight-single barb head $ 14.50 
Cat. No. 1509 STANDARD ESPADON 

maximum Arbalete power and accuracy — double barb head. $ 16.95 


HEALTHWAYS PECHE-SPORT ARBALETES — the original Arbaletes.. 


they float! 
_—T Cat. No. 1504 PECHE-SPORT JUNIOR—for close range—easy to handle. $ 17.50 
Cat. No. 1505 PECHE-SPORT STANDARD — for all ‘round use. $ 19.95 


Cat. No. 1506 PECHE-SPORT DE LUXE— 
with front hand grip — maximum Arbalete accuracy and power. $ 24.95 


See Healthways’ complete line of water sports and sports diving 
equipment at your sporting 
goods dealers! ALTHWAYS 
Write for Free Catalog! —EEE ee. “ 


HEALTHWAYS —WORLD’'S FINEST, MOST COMPLETE LOS ANGELES 18.CmLHORMA © ® 
LINE OF WATER SPORTS AND SPORTS DIVING EQUIPMENT! 








INSTALLMENT NUMBER TWO 


AN EXCLUSIVE FOR ‘‘SKIN DIVER’’ READERS! 
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The first book written on our Underwater 
Sport—by a master of the pen!! 


March 1956 issue 


Genesis 


Installment Number One 
Chapter I 


Chapter Il — Merou 


CHAPTER Ill 


Octopus 


I’ve fitten tigers, I’ve fitten bears, 

I have fitten sarpints an’ wolves in their lairs, 

I have fit with wild men an’ hippopotamusses, 

But the perilousest varmints is the bloody octopusses!” 
Don Marquis 


I have become fairly chummy with the octopus. He makes 
annual junkets from the Mediterranean depths into the Riviera 
shallows which I infest and so I have had a rare opportunity 
for getting the literal low-down on him. You can take it from 
me that he isn’t called octopus vulgaris for nothing. 

The octopus is a mollusc, which makes him a distant cousin 
of the oyster and the clam. This relationship is his sole claim to 
respectability. Unlike his retiring kinfolk, so familar to us in 
chowder and on the half-shell, he is a rude swashbuckling lout 
with a nasty disposition, prodigious strength and defective, if 
any, mentality. 

The octopus’s appearance is all against him, but he deserves 
it. He looks like some of the more unpleasant things you find 
spattered around on battlefields, and compared to him the 
sabre-toothed germs which sneer back at you through a micro- 
scope are just so many blushing pansies. Usually he is colored 
a tobacco-juice brown, though under water I have seen him 
change from brown to violet, violet to blue and blue to green— 
the spectral green, precisely, of the luminous hands of a wrist- 
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THE COMPLEAT GOGGLER being the first and only exhaustive treatise on the 
art of goggle fishing, that most noble and excellent sport perfected and popu- 
larized by Guy Gilpatric in the Mediterranean Sea, though long practiced 
elsewhere by other benighted savages. Setting forth the proper manner of 
making the goggles, spears and other gadgets together with descriptions of many 
marvels witnessed upon the bottom of the sea and fully exposing the author's 
cunning methods of swimming, diving and spearing fish and octopi First 
published by Dodd, Mead and Company, New York, 1934. All rights reserved. 


watch. I don’t mean that he was actually phosphorescent, but 
only that at the particular moment, he had taken it into his 
head—which is also his body—to register envy in the proverbial 
shade. He works this chameleon trick in about three seconds 
by exposing whichever of his various color cells happen to 
blend with his surroundings or suit his mood, which is usually 
bad. The process of change is so subtle that you can scarcely 
realize what is happening until lo!, it has happened. Upon oe- 
casion, he changes his skin texture as well as his color, making 
his surface exactly resemble that of rock, seaweed, rusty iron, 
sand or ooze. Even ooze doesn’t take that as a compliment. At 
times he turns himself almost transparent, and so would you 
if you were half as ugly. 


The octopus has eight legs. These legs are long and tapering 
and whiplike most of the time, but when he wants to, he can 
expand a sort of membrane on their upper parts until they join, 
thus making of himself an eight-ribbed marine umbrella. In this 
umbrella form I have watched him catch crabs by throwing 
himself over them as though he were a net. The under sice of 
each leg is equipped with two rows of closely-spaced suction 
cups. These cups are made of tough white gristle and look like 
a bellhop’s buttons. Let him get a good grip with them on 4 
submerged rock and all hell and brown mules can’t tear him 
loose. Let him wind a tentacle around your leg for a minute oF 
so and you'll find neat rows of bleeding discs, one for each suc- 
tion cup, when you strip it off. The sound as the suction breaks 
is that of tearing apart two sheets of flypaper. Also, flypaper- like, 
the tentacle which you peel from your leg will stick to your hand, 
so you'll have to begin all over again. Meanwhile his seven other 
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yatacles will be writhing around your neck. The Lacoon group 
the Vatican, representing the old Trojan with his two sons 
ving a work-out with serpents, will give you the idea. It was 
he octopus, I am certain, which gave the idea to the sculptor. 

The octopus has two means of locomotion; walking and 
wimming. When he walks, he gropes out with several tentacles, 
ets a grip on the bottom and pulls himself forward: he may 
jso push with his rear tentacles, but | am not sure. When stroll- 
og thus he usually wears his membraneous web spread out be- 
ween the roots of his legs and looks something like an enormous 
mpiie bat. Despite his lolloping ooziness, his advance gives 
the impression of irresistible progress which you feel when you 
atch an armored tank or a flow of lava. He would rather climb 
ver a rock than go around it, because that’s the kind of a guy 
eis. When he swims, which he does by pumping himself full 
fwater and then squirting it out through an exhaust pipe just 
nder the edge of a sort of cowl which constitutes the upper sec- 
ion o his bulbous superstructure, his tentacles stream out be- 
hind |:'im like a hair of a witch in the wind. Considering his 
ans of propulsion (the jet system, on which he holds basic 
patents, has been tried for ships and found wanting) he makes 
god «peed on the straightaway but is not as handy on the turns 
a fish of comparable size. 

Hs eyes, which are extremely keen, are malevolent, gold- 
mmcd and lumpily-protruding, being mounted in what naval 
rchit cts would describe as sponsons. His mouth, a small hole 
cate. 1 on the under side of him exactly where a mouth has no 
sinc ss to be, is provided with a sharp hooked beak like a par- 
it's. Sometimes he wears this beak exposed but usually he 
jeeps it tucked away inside his mouth. It is made of a material 
eembling tortoise shell, and is the only real hard substance 
all his squashy, slimy make-up. 

In the course of killing my first octopus, | was certain that I 
ght a glimpse of this beak. True, the visibility wasn’t good 
articularly when he shot out a cloud of sepia ink in observance 
fhis nasty custom when annoyed. But I was greatly puzzled, 
hen I brought him in to the beach, to see no sign of a beak 
nd so I said nothing about it. I gave this octopus to a fisherman 
rien! of mine, who promptly sold it. 

Now this fisherman goes by the name of Tucci, and he is a 
hice, quiet gent with coffins, death’s heads and bloody daggers 
tattooed all over him. He was a prominent clubman in Naples 
til Mussolini cracked down on the Mafia, the Camorra and 
everal other benevolent fraternal orders with which Tucci was 
diliated, whereupon he quit his native town between two days 
nd a spray of bullets fired at him by the carabinieri, and came 
» here to France. He sells octopus meat to a concern in Nice 
hich makes canned lobster out of it, somewhat as potted 
hicken is made from jackrabbits in Australia and orange mar- 
lade from carrots in Scotland. Customarily Tucci exudes a 
shy smell, as who wouldn’t under the circumstances? Well, that 
wening I was sitting outside a café, still wondering whether I'd 
rally seen that beak or had only imagined it in the excitement, 
vhen. Tucci came along with a gunny sack in his hand. He spot- 
ld me, groped in the sack, dragged out three live and squirming 
by octopi spanning some 15 inches each and waved in cheery 
eeting. I invited him to join me in a shot of gnole, and put 
ny beak problem up to him. 

Tucci swelled with pride at being consulted as an octopus 
pert. Seizing one of his poulpes he turned it upside down, 
buried his face among its writhing tentacles as a bride might 
lush in her bouquet, sank his teeth into its body and jerked 
ind tugged and ripped until the whole middle section tore away 
m his jaws. Simultaneously a number of people tore away from 
> ‘afé, but that didn’t bother Tucci. Peeling the tentacles off 










is face, he ejected the bitten-out hunk onto the table and 
ueezed it with his fingers. From the orifice in the center 
merged a sharp, horny beak. 

“Voila!” announced Tucci, waving one hand at the little 








The slimy battle—the Five Fathom Kid and the Big Palooka stage 
a royal contest for the on-lookers. The kid is Mr. Gilpatric’s 
personal protege. 


brown hook and wiping the slime from his chin with the other, 
“V'la le bec!” 

Well, there was the answer! 

I have yet to meet anybody who has been bitten by the 
octopus, but his half-brother, the cuttlefish, with whom he is 
frequently confused, is altogether too free with his beak, and 
will borrow a chaw off your finger quicker’n dammit. The cuttle 
has a much bigger body than the octopus, and while his ten- 
tacles are smaller, he has ten of them instead of eight. Most of 
the time he keeps the extra two stowed inside his jowls as a 
pair of aces in the hole. Normally, which is seldom, he is striped 
like a zebra, but all in all he looks rather like the head of an 
elephant with seven trunks too many. Swim down alongside 
him, watch him for a minute and he will entertain you by chang- 
ing color as often as an electric sign. Spear him, and he shoots 
out so much ink that the crystalline water for yards around 
becomes impenetrable murk. 


The cuttle’s skeleton consists of a single bone, which he 
wears under the dome of his pudding-shaped body. When he 
dies, this bone washes ashore, and at certain seasons of the year 
our beach is literally studded with these oval white mementi 
mori. Since childhood I had seen similar blanched bones lashed 
to the bars of canary cages for the convenience of tenants wish- 
ing to sharpen their beaks, but though I watched the canaries 
honing and stropping themselves for hours, belligerently, I never 
saw any two of them actually mix in a brawl. Thus I had about 
concluded that the cuttlefish, even in death, was one of nature’s 
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superfluities, when I read about a police inspector in Lille who 
had been pinched for counterfeiting 10-franc pieces. The coins 
were perfect and their perfection was due to the molds he used. 
These molds, it seemed, were made of pulverized cuttle bone. 
That squared the cuttlefish with me. 

I know that everyone in the least familiar with the octopus 
will agree that once he grabs you, things are not so merry. The 
question is, will he go out of his way to attack a man?—And just 
what constitutes an attack? People say a rattlesnake won't at- 
tack—that, he'll merely defend himself when he feels himself 
threatened. The trouble is, he often feels himself threatened 
when you are strolling by with your mind filled with noble 
thoughts and don’t even know he’s there. This doesn’t make him 
any the less dangerous—in fact, quite the contrary! 

Dr. William Beebe, writing of helmet diving in his great 
book, Half Mile Down, says that if you take your seat in the midst 
of a coral reef you will not be attacked “by giant octopi or bar- 
racudas or sharkes—don’t give them a thought.” Dr. Mieczyslaw 
Oxner, of the Musée Océanographique de Monaco, has person- 
ally assured me that the octopus is a peaceable and harmless 
fellow. Unlike Dr. Beebe, Dr. Oxner has had little or no actual 
submarine experience, but as Director of the aquarium and 
laboratories of a great scientific institution, his opinion is not 
to be sneezed at. 

But now let us hear from Mr. J. E. Williamson. Mr. Wil 
liamson is a skilled submarine cinematographer who works in 
a spherical metal diving chamber something like Dr. Beebe’s 
Bathysphere, except that it is provided with a large plate glass 
window and isn’t used for descending to any considerable depth. 
Writing of the octopus in his book, Twenty Years Under the 
Sea, Mr. Williamson says: 

“I have seen many of these horrible creatures during my 
twenty years under the sea. Filled with a strange fascination, 
combined with indescrible loathing. I have watched these 
devils of the sea in their native haunts. I have seen them 
seize, kill and devour their prey, and although safely en- 
sconced behind the thick glass of my window, I have never 
been able to overcome a feeling of dread, of instinctive fear, 
at the sight of these eight-armed demons. A man-eating 
shark, a giant poison-fanged moray, a murderous barracuda, 
appear harmless, innocent, friendly and even attractive, 
when compared to the octopus. No words can adequately 
describe the sickening terror one feels when from some dark 
mysterious lair, the great lidless eyes of the octopus stare at 
one. People speak of the cold eyes of fishes, of the cruel, bale- 
ful eyes of sharks, but in all creation there are no eyes like 
those of the octopus. They are everything that is horrible. 
Dead eyes. The eyes of a corpse through which the demon 
peers forth, unearthly, expressionless, yet filled with such 
bestial malignancy that one’s very soul seems to shrink be- 
neath their gaze, and cold perspiration beads the brow. And 
in their cold green depths lies hypnotic power. As a long 
writhing tentacle stretches forth, its tip waving about feel- 
ing for a grip, the hapless victim seems paralyzed, powerless 
to move. Not until the awful arms have entwined themselves 
about his body and the great suckers have fastened them- 
selves immovably in place, is the spell broken. And then it 
is too late to struggle or resist!” 

Now, although it is apparent from Mr. Williamson’s literary 
style that he has spent a good deal too much time on the lee 
side of Hollywood, and doubtful if even his own excellent color 
films will disclose appreciable quantities of green in the octo- 
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puse’s eye, still, his twenty years on the inside looking out have 
given him plenty of opportunity to study the Vulgar One a 
home. Mr. Williamson and the Doctors Beebe and Oxiier cer. 
tainly do not see eye to eye—green or otherwise. 


Lt. Commander G. Williams, Naval Salvage Section, British 
Royal Navy, author of Diving for Treasure, writes: 


“Perhaps the most dangerous fish of all is the octopus... 
When the Italian submarine Medusa was sunk during the 
war, the divers...reported that investigations cov'd not 
be made owing to the numbers of these fish about. 


“From what I have seen of this fish in the sea, it is ©. cruel 
as it is greedy, for it kills for the mere sake of killing. | have 
not had the misfortune to be wrapped in the arms «f one, 
but have been of assistance to one who has, and in th. s case 
it was throwing its arms in all directions, so that it w is im- 
possible to get within reach. 

“If a diver is attacked by one of these creatures it 5 onl 
by superhuman efforts that he can free himself from 
rible grasp. There are cases on record when the strug: le has 
only been terminated when the diver and his ady\ ersary 
have been hauled bodily to the surface and on to th: deck 
of the diving vessel, and even then the octopus has | ought 
furiously to the last gasp. In one instance a diver® was seized 
by an octopus whilst in a stooping position, and the |loath- 
some creature gripped him first with one tentacle anc then 
with three others in rapid succession. The diver had |. st his 
weapon and was compelled to fight the monster with his 
hands. He was, however, an immensely powerful mai, and 
to this fact he owed his life. His main efforts were directed 
towards keeping the octopus from tearing his diving dress 
with its parrot-like beak. This he succeeded in doing, ‘vut in 
the struggle the creature became detached from the wreck- 
age it had previously been clinging to and wound all its eight 
tentacles around his body. Yet this gave him his cliance, 
enabled him to tug furiously at the airpipe and linc, and 
man and fish came to the surface together. Imagine. the 
amazed horror of the assistants on deck when they saw, if 
the spectacle can be visualized, an octopus appear with its 
tentacles entirely enveloping the diver. These tentacles had 
to be cut away before the diver could be released, and out of 
curiosity the pieces of this fish were put together and from 
one end to the other it measured eleven feet.” 


S ter- 


° Possibly Commander Williams here refers to Jean Negri, 
French navy diver who was attacked in Toulon harbor in 1923 and 


brought up with octopus still clinging to him. 


And now for my own two cents’ worth of evidence. One 
day I speared an octopus, the biggest I ever tackled. I believe 
he spanned eight feet, and no charge for the pun. I missed his 
eyes and got him in what should have been his forehead but 
what actually was his stomach. He wasn’t badly wounded. As 
soon as he started acting up, I knew I had made an awful mistake; 
I let go the spear and started to swim through the ink cloud 
to get away from there. Just before I reached the surface, | 
looked back. From the under side of the big fellow, thrashing 
around with the spear stuck in him, there came another octopus 
about a yard across. He rocketed straight for me, grabbed m 
arm at the biceps and pinned it to my side with tentacles stuc 
across my back and chest. It was a simple enough matter to fi 
him with my knife, for the big boy had been eating him wher 
| broke up the party. But why did he pick on me? I had save 
his life, and he attacked me. Or, if it wasn’t an attack, whal 
was it? 

—Twice I have been swimming along and seen octopi pump 
ing themselves in my direction with obvious intentions of con 
necting. Both times, met them halfway with the business en 
of a spear, so everything passed of pleasantly. But when a cum 
and savage animal comes rushing at you, isn’t it an attack’ 
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ut have —Mr. Courtois de Vicose and I were cleaning fish—again on 
One at ie rocks. An octopus reached out of the water and grabbed 
(uurtois’s fish and one of his hands. Courtois’s knife happened 


ner Cer- 
»be in the other. Wasn't this an attack? 
British @ Even before Mr. Mrozowicki became a goggle fisher, he was 
nexceptionally fine swimmer and something of an ichthyologist. 
(ne dav, without goggles, spear or defense of any kind, he was 
DUS... Fvimming along minding his own business when an octopus 


ig the sent for him. 
'd not Now you would think that the octopus, dumb as he is would 
we shown better sense and picked on a Sunday tripper, but 

cruel fo, nothing would satisfy the headstrong slob but to grab an 

have apert. He grabbed him by the ankle and grabbed hard. Under 

one, fie circumstances, and quite pardonably, most people would 
Ls case Bye frozen in panic and promptly drowned, thus scoring a field 
is im- Boal for the octopus. But Mr. Mrozowicki, knowing his stuff, 
ache: down with one hand until he felt the exhaust vent in the 
topus’s body. He thrust his fingers into it as far as they would 


onl - 

s ter. go ane with a quick twist turned him completely inside out, like 
le has 2 busted football bladder. One can readily imagine the octopus’s 
Is orsary qenagrin at finding himself in this predicament—in fact, so keenly 


deck iid he feel the ignominy of it that pretty soon he relaxed his 
trip ar d, shortly thereafter, died. Had Mr. Mrozowicki been able 
< seized ft Manage it he would of course have bitten the octopus between 
loath. gue ey’s, thus throwing his principal nerve center out of whack 
then quud Causing him to let go at once. What he actually did involved 
st hist’ tisk of getting his hand caught, but it was his only out. 


vith his 


yught 


i 


Uiless you know how to handle the octopus (i. e., biting be- 
i, andfiveen his eyes or turning him inside out—preferably the former) 
lirected tis better not to mingle with him unarmed. On a rocky bottom 
g dressfikhere he can grab you with several tentacles and a rock with 

yut infleveral others, he can drag you under and keep you there. I have 

reck-Beard of people wading at low tide being seized and held helpless 
ts eightfr hours until the tide rose over them, and I know from almost 
chance,faily iussels with him that even in his medium development the 
1, andfictopus is far stronger than a man. Stick a five-pronged spear 
ine thefsto himn—each tooth, with its barb, as effective as a .38 calibre 


saw, itfullet—and you still cannot break his hold on the rocks. Only 
with itsfhhen he shifts his grip from rock to spear, attempting to strangle 
les hadlbe wooden shaft, can you bring him to the surface. Sometimes, 


1 out ofthat with the cloud of ink and sand, the waving seaweed and 
1 fromfe wildly-lashing tentacles, it makes a pretty spectacular scrap, 
bid whole gangs of sardines, girelles and other small-fry gather 
ound to watch, like newsboys around a street fight. More often 
Negri, qean not you run out of breath after the first attack and have 
923 andj) come to the surface without your spear. That makes it his 
und. 


e. One’ I was never one to sit on the sombra side of the Marseille 
believeffrado bull ring and, watching the goings-on below, bluster in 
sed hisfefense of them and of my presence there, “Well, after all, those 
acl butffulls and horses don’t really feel pain...”—They don’t feel 
led. Asfain? The hell they don’t! But though I have played the brave 
nistake#elmonte to many dozens of octopi, and the cowardly Cagancho 
< cloudj many scores more, I am not at all sure about their sensations 
face, Phen wounded. It seems to me, however, that pain, if ever 
rashingglt as such by the octopus, is instantly transferred into a rage 
ctopuss overwhelming that it leaves no room for any other sensa- 
xed myffon. | am sure it is not the pain of his wounds that finally lays 
s stuclife octopus out, but the sheer physical havoc which the knife 
ry to fifmd spear have wrought upon his structure. 

n wher 





About a month ago I conducted what was perhaps an ig- 
1 save@iohl experiment, but I had a legitimate reason for finding out 
, Whalist how much punishment an octopus can take and still be 

midable. Locating a specimen of some eighteen inches span, 
pump dived and poked him in the body with a single-toothed, un- 
of cong’tbed spear, the head of which was five inches long and one 
1s, endech broad. He grabbed it and shot out his ink. | wrestled him 
1 dumigound for two or three minutes, tore him loose with my left 
k anc and Jet him go. He pumped himself down to the bottom, 














but didn’t attempt to escape—although fully able to do so. I 
dived and jabbed him again, being careful, as before, not to hit 
him near the eyes. This time, | used my knife to get him off the 
spear, slashing him slightly here and there in the process. Again 
he went to the bottom. I went down, stood near him on the sand 
and slowly advanced my spear point. He reached out, grabbed 
it and wrapped himself around it in a flash. I took him to the 
surface and cut him loose once more. | continued this unpleasant 
business for about half-an-hour, wounding him twenty times with 
the spear in the body and roots of his tentacles, and as many 
times, though superficially, with my knife. But even after he 
had only a couple of tentacles working, whenever the spear 
approached or touched him, he’d grab it and fight it to the best 
of his diminished ability. The spirit was willing though the flesh 
was hacked to rags. . . 

Now, this octopus, as I have said, was only a foot-and-a-half 
across; but had he been a six or seven footer, | believe he would 
have been capable of drowning a poor or panicky swimmer even 
at the end. And this was exactly what | \anted to find out. 





... Eight! ... Nine! ... Ten! The Palooka. on his back. is out 


for the count. Here you see the white gristle suction cups on his 
tentacles, At the center, where the rows of suckers meet, is his 
mouth, The tip of his beak is seen just projecting from the center 
of the circle of small white dots. 


“The end,” incidentally, was not quite as I had planned it. 
As he lay writhing but still ready, and as I was getting my breath 
to go down and give him the miséricorde between the eyes, a 
five-foot member of the eight-armed tribe hove into view, com- 
ing fast. At first I thought he intended to tackle me and revenge 
his brother, and my admiration for the species rose. Then I saw 
that he was headed for the mangled sufferer, no doubt to succor 
him; and so I thought of the Good Samaritan, of Florence Night- 
ingale in the Crimea and of Herbert Hoover in Belguim, and was 
profoundly touched. But here, again, my emotions were on the 
wrong track. The big octopus simply seized the moribund smaller 
one, wrapped himself around him like a nest of boa constrictors, 
and fell to eating him without salt. 

If you take an octopus ashore and chuck him well up on the 
beach or rocks, he invariably heads back for the sea, crawling 
and making fair progress. There is no stopping him, because his 
mind, such as it is, is made up. An Italian fisherman on Ile Ste. 
Marguerite once told me that even if you build a bonfire between 
the octopus and the water, he'll crawl right through it; if not too 
badly burned, he'll keep on going and make good his escape. 
The fisherman offered to stage a demonstration then and there, 
but I preferred to take his word for it. 

But tough as he is, | have discovered the octopus’s weak- 
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ness; he hates fresh water as much as the Devil hates the holy 
variety. Now many fish, and I suppose all eels, do not give a 
tinker’s cuss whether they are in fresh or salt water. (1 remem- 
ber, once, in Ile Rousse, Corsica, seeing hundreds and thousands 
of little eels coming out of the town pump, wriggling happily 
down the gutter and into the salty sea.) But just drop an octopus 
into a bucket of fresh water, and in three minutes you'll see him 
curl up and die. However, if you don’t leave him dead too long, 
you can take him back into salt water, squeeze him full of it a 
few times, and he'll swim away as good as new. He will not even 
pause to thank you for your courtesy. 

I believe that I have discovered still another Achilles tendon 
of the octopus, but I haven’t yet made enough experiments to be 
absolutely sure about it. In five cases, however, I have caught 
small specimens by hand before they could shoot out their ink 
and, being careful not to injure them, have quickly flopped them 
into buckets of salt water. Once in the buckets, I have prodded 
them with myfinger to annoy them, and out has come the usual 
stream of sepia. Now, when a free octopus shoots his ink, he 
leaves it behind him, like a smoke screen, to confuse his pur- 
suers, and none of it touches him; but confined in a bucket, he 
is in the midst of his own mischief, and has perforce to pump 
back into his respiratory system the liquid hate he has himself 
voided. Well, in the five cases I have observed, it killed him in 
three or four minutes. His ink was his undoing. There is a lesson 
here for all writers. 

Discussing the octopus in a book called Le Monde de la Mer, 
published nearly one hundred years ago, Moquin Tandon says: 

“Sometimes bathers are extremely inconvenienced, not to 
say endangered, by the octopus. Frequently their legs are so 
tightly embraced .. . that it is with the greatest difficulty the 
swimmer can disengage himself. But Dr. Franklin found that 

a few drops of vinegar on the back of the creature at once 

persuaded it to release its hold.” 

I like to think of the good doctor, swimming along with a vine- 
gar cruet and an early copy of The Saturday Evening Post, 
stalking the Unspeakably Vulgar Octopus through his square- 
rigged spectacles. Perhaps Poor Richard, first in so many things, 
was actually the Dean of All Gogglers. 

Most fish, like the citizens of Nice, hold octopus meat in high 
esteem, and it may really be the prospect of a meal, rather than 


any interest in pugilism, which sometimes causes them to gather 


around when they see that the octopus is about to get what is 
coming to him. Some of the larger fish, such as the loup and the 
linte, will tackle him whenever they can catch him away from 
home, while the moray—a big venomous eel with an ingrowing 
disposition and a mouthful of needle teeth—will crawl right into 
a hole in the rocks where the octopus has sought sanctuary and 
eat a buffet lunch off him. This, apparently, does not upset the 
octopus; I have caught several specimens with one or more 
tentacles chewed completely away, and it is my belief that the 
lazy nincompoop will let the moray come into his cave and 
gnaw on him rather than go to the fuss and bother of moving 
to a new apartment. This theory is strengthened by the fact that 
he sometimes eats his own tentacles clear down to the stump. 
Knowing this, | can believe anything of him. Incidentally, the 
moray is no mental giant, either. I saw one take a vicious snap 
at a fisherman who was trying to get him out of a trap; he missed, 
fell into a frightful tantrum, snaked his head around and bit a 
chunk out of his own back.—Clever, what? 


Professional fishermen usually hunt the octopus with a long 
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pole provided at the lower end with a wisp of red rag. Cop. 
cealed by the rag is a cluster of barbed hooks. One mani rows 
the boat over a rocky bottom while the other probes likely holes 
and crevices with the pole. Now the octopus, like the bull, wil 
always go for red; he grabs the rag with a tentacle or two and 
in so doing sinks the hooks into himself. At this point, if he only 


used his bean, he could yank the fisherman clean out of the boat: 
instead, after much futile ink-shooting, he lets go the rock ep. 
tirely, wraps everything he owns around the hooks, and i, takey 
for a ride to the surface. There the boys either turn hin: inside 
out or stab between the eyes in order to get him off th» pole. 


It is pretty poor fun. 

Goggling for the octopus, however, is exciting sport, al- 
though it does not require a fraction of the skill neces: ary in 
spearing the dorade, the loup and other fast and wary fis'i. You 
aren't in a boat, you are probably a long way from sho: +, and 
you are very much alone. A wing-shot at him while he i 
ming is of course the most fun—especiauly when he is ro: keting 


SWin- 


right at you with evil in his eye. But the way it usually h ppens 
is this: 

You are swimming along with your face in the water. scout- 
ing for fish through your goggles or shadowing a big one i : hope 
that he’ll stop to feed, when you spot certain tell-tale sign: at the 


base of a rock. You see a sort of breastwork of pebbles which 
have been brushed up on the sand, and inside it a sc: ‘tering 
of shell-fish debris, as in a picnic grove after an Elks’ \uting 
Unless you are an experienced goggle fisher, these sligl indi- 
cations will pass unnoticed. But—look, and you may see 1 pair 
of baleful eyes and the under side of a tentacle, pebble: stuck 
to the white suction buttons, just showing beneath the rock 
Probably, though, all you'll see is a slight stirring, an oo-y pul- 
sation, which tells you that something living is there. You know 
that this something is the octopus. From all you can see of him 
he may be boy-scout size or he may be bigger than you a:e—the 
only way to find out is to dive and spear him. You blow out youy 
breath, sink down and let him have it. You feel the spear )lung¢ 
into tough flesh; then the ink cloud envelopes you, and hell ig 
loose for election. In that first instant, while he’s still surprised 
yank him for all you’re worth; if you don’t break his hold then 
you'll probably have a long job ahead of you. 





So far, our little group of serious sinkers on Cap d’Antibe 
has made but one experiment in keeping the octopus in captivity 
It was hardly successful. I was swimming along the surfac 
stalking a dorade which I was planning to have for lunch, whet 
I saw a two-foot loup poised just above the bottom six yard 
ahead of me. Now it is unusual to see a fish standing still in th 
open, but this fellow wasn’t even flickering an eyelash. He wa 
so intent on watching something on the bottom that he paid n 
attention to me. Abandoning my chase of the dorade, I move 
cautiously forward until I was floating directly above him. 
saw, then, that he was contemplating a terra cotta urn of thé 
sort used throughout France to support decorative balcony and 
fence railings and which, in fragmentary form, is in great deman 
by the populace for hurling at the police whenever a ministr 
fails. While it was of considerable academic interest to lear 
that loups are connoisseurs of urns, the loup himself was eve 
more interesting from a knife and fork viewpoint. I sank towar 
him, lunged a second too soon, and merely raked a couple 
scales off him. He departed with the audible wh-r-r which, i 
the great submarine silence, is always startling. Disgusted wit 
myself, I continued down to see what he had found so fasci! 
ating about that urn. Sticking out of one end of it was part ¢ 
an old white rubber bathing cap. As I watched, I saw it dragget 
slowly inward. The exposed part fluttered a little. Then | req 
lized what the loup had known all along—a baby octopus wa 
inside, trying to eat the bathing cap. | grabbed the ur an 





tucked it under my arm; it was heavy, so I took a good kick-0 
from the sandy bottom, shot up to the surface and lugged m 
burden into the beach. 
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I landed just opposite the English Library. The proprietor 
of this institution, one Steve Butler, worked for many years on 
the German battleship salvage job in Scapa Flow until finally 
he got so fat that the British Navy’s roomiest diving suits took 
to splitting on him every time he stooped over, so he quit and 
went in for literature. Well, I called to Steve to bring a bucket; 
then we smashed the terra cotta urn against the seawall, and 
out of the wreckage sprang the octopus. Such was his fury that 
he pranced around the beach on tip-toe like a spider on a stove- 
lid. \Ve tumbled him into the half-filled bucket, which fitted 
him comfortably. Then we threw in some pebbles for him to play 
with and the shell of an ice cream cone in case he felt hungry, 
and carried him across to the library. No sooner had we set him 
on th floor than out he climbed and made for the door, leaving 
a bread trail of ink and slime behind him. Gently but firmly we 
reins‘alled him in his bucket, at the same time pointing out to 
him ‘he manifold cultural advantages, denied him before, which 
life i: a library now held open. He lay at the bottom of the pail, 
listered sulkily and seemed at length to be convinced. Then 
Steve Butler, incorrigible old book-worm that he is, took down 
an il.ustrated tome entitled “Love-Life Among the Nudists,” and 
he aid I embarked upon one of our profound literary discus- 
sions Well, sir, 1 do not know how Jong our causerie had lasted 
-we were just trying the magnifying glass on the picture facing 
page 108—when we were disturbed by a peculiar squdgy sound. 
We ooked and there, crawling up the backs of the books on the 
shelves across the room, was the octopus. Up, up he went, and 
ever upward. We watched him, spellbound. He passed the 
secoid shelf, reached the third and came to a book with my 
name on it. His color changed to a sickly gray, his tentacles re- 
laxe-l, and he fell to the floor stone dead. 

ut now | want to tell you about the Five Fathom Kid. 

Yes, sir, the Five Fathom Kid.—Get yourself a load of that 
namie, pal, for you're going to hear it plenty before you're many 
months onlder! The Kid is my own prodigious protégé, and | 
mean to put him across with a bang. I discovered him, an ob- 
scure rough-and-tumble scrapper, looking for trouble along the 
Mediterranean waterfront. I promoted his first real match and 
gave him a chance to strut his stuff before the critical eyes of 
the fancy. My present task is to publicize him, ballyhoo him, 
and build him up in the American press until I can bring him 
over to the States and match him in the big money. And then, 
believe me, that pack of palookas had better watch out! 

It really started that time I told you about, when I speared 
a big ogre of an octopus and found myself being attacked by a 





ae * 


The victorious Five Fathom Kid—the opening in his cowl just 
behind his eye is the vent through which he breathes; the syphon 
itself, usually visible, was drawn inside when this picture was 
taken. If you can shove your hand into this vent, you can turn 
the octopus’s cowl inside out, which disables him. 


smaller one that he’d been eating. Well, although I had long 
since discovered that sentiment has no place in the sea, it was 
news to me that an octopus with plenty of other food handy 
would fall upon a member of his own tribe and use him for 
lunch. Time and again I had seen big loups swim through 
schools of little fish and swallow them in quantities, and had 
often watched the merou gulp the cuttle and the crab. Theirs 
was always quick work—merciful, impersonal, and not, so to say, 
in the family. The octopus, on the other hand, is known to be a 
slow eater; he hugs his meal to him, carrying it around in his 
tentacles for days and even weeks, and if the meal happens to 
be another octopus, it stays alive until trimmed down to the 
barest essentials. Even though all octopi are tough citizens, the 
party of the second part can’t find this particularly amusing. 


But I couldn't bring myself to believe that what I'd seen 
indicated a general practice. | concluded, rather, that the big 
ogre had been a bit queer in the head, like the gentlemen who 
make the front page by throwing children into furnaces or 
chopping up their lady friends with cleavers and shipping them, 
collect, to Hollywood. Even the fate of the eighteen-incher 
I'd deliberately mangled in the interests of science didn’t 
convince me. 

About a week later, however, I had reason to change my 
mind. I was stalking a linte, a fine big fish with teeth like a 
dog’s. This linte was restless and erratic; I couldn’t figure what 
he would do from one minute to the next and so was unable 
to get anywhere near him. Spying a small octopus on the bottom, 
I went down, killed it and left it there, hoping that the linte, 
who is a fool for octopus, would swim under me to try to get it; 
whereupon, I would slip him the old Mary-Ann. Now, although, 
as I say, I killed that octopus, I didn’t kill him quite as thoroughly 
as an octopus has to be killed, and after a minute or two he 
shrugged, stretched, pulled himself together and started to 
stroll away. He hadn’t gone five yards before another and 
bigger octopus squirted himself out of a hole in the rocks, 
clutched the resurrected one in a flying tackle and dragged him 
back out of sight. 

Well, this seemed conclusive proof that a most unfortunate 
spirit prevailed in the eight-legged clan. It made me wonder 
what would happen if two evenly-matched octopi were brought 
together, and the more I thought about it the more I was deter- 
mined there’d be a brawl worth watching. I determined to 
catch a pair of about equal poundage and see if I couldn't stage 
a good, old-fashioned finish fight in shallow water, where my 
friends and I could view it in comfort. The difficulty, of course, 
would be to capture the contenders more or less unharmed, 
although I suspected that the sight or scent of a wound in one 
of them was necessary to get the mix-up started. I decided to 
recruit my gladiators on a weed and gravel bottom, where there 
would be nothing for them to anchor to when speared, and to 
use a harpoon with a slim, razor-sharp four inch detachable 
head. The head was connected to a seven foot shaft by one 
yard of steel cable and three yards of heavy tunny line. This 
gave me plenty of leeway in case the candidates should feel 
inclined to stage a little preliminary workout with me. 

When I had my equipment all set, | dropped a word here 
and there in local sporting circles. It spread like oil on water. 
The very next day a little group of gentlemen, Corinthians and 
devotees of the manly art, together with bottle-holders, towel- 
flappers, whippers-in and the inevitable hangers-on cycled down 
the coast to a secluded spot called Théoule. We measured off 
the ring in the lee of a big rock, where the water was crystal 
clear and only a little over a foot deep. I put my special spear 
together, got into my goggles and went scouting for talent in 
the depths. As I swam along, I saw several tough-looking 
featherweights loafing about with their tentacles in their pockets, 
a promising bantam busily engaged in eating a poisonous moray, 
and a couple of rather nifty welters who were trying to steal an 
anchor. None of them had quite the stuff I was looking for, 
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but from all the signs, I judged I was in a pretty hard 
neighborhod. 


Soon, sure enough, | spotted just the sort of boy I had set 
my mind on. Some three shades darker than Joe Louis, he was 
lolloping along on the sand—doing his daily stint of road work. 
I paced him for some distance, sizing up his form. He was 
practically all muscle; in fact, as far as | could see, he wasn't 
handicapped by any brains at all. Whenever he came to a clump 
of weeds he’d leap over it, landing on the far side with the lithe 
grace of a tubful of tripe poured from a tenth story window. 
Every now and then he’d break into shadow boxing, taking 
mighty swipes at this or that with these or those tentacles. He 
packed four vicious lefts and as many ugly rights. What | 
mean, this kid has class sticking out all over him, see? I resolved 
to sign him up without delay. 

Diving into his path I advanced my proposition. It was 
bright new stainless steel and looked rather like a sardine, so 
I suppose he thought I was an aldermanic candidate handing out 
free fodder to the faithful. As he reached to accept it, I jabbed 
it through the membrane joining the roots of his two front 
tentacles. A quick backward jerk detached the spearhead from 
the shaft, and there he was, safely caught and at the end of my 
cable and line. For a moment he was rather miffed to find the 
fake sardine dangling between his shoulders, but after a few 
desultory grabs at it, he decided that it was as good a place 
to carry it as any, and continued on his jog back to the training 
camp. I went to the surface and swam above him, glad to see 
that he was not in the least aware of the puncture in his side. 
Gently, so as not to enlarge it and hurt him, I steered him back 
toward shore. It was like taking a dog for an airing in a world 
without lamp posts. Only occasionally did he balk and grip 
stones and weeds; then I would dive, make a pass at him with 
the spear shaft and, when he released his hold to go after it, 
persuade him on his way with a tug on the cord. Every now 
and then he folded his tentacles into a beautiful streamline tail 
and swam a little way by pumping himself full of water and 
expelling it through the exhaust pipe behind his head. But he 
never went far enough to take up the slack in my line. 

About forty yards from shore he halted resolutely, turned 
delicate purple and then a sort of pastel green. I tweaked him, 
but he was stubborn and wouldn’t budge. Obviously, there was 
something on his mind. He seemed to be interested in a deep- 
shadowed hole a little to the left. I followed his gaze and saw 
nothing. Then, suddenly, out of the hole, emerged another 
octopus, so like my champion that he might have been his twin 
brother, except that he was paler. They surveyed each other 
askance. The Kid turned magenta. The local boy turned mauve. 
The Kid turned five shades at once and then went completely 
Eleanor Blue, just to show him. Clearly, they didn’t like each 
other. I saw that here was the makings of a real grudge fight, 
a natural, and I resolved to come back and retain this other 
bruiser just as soon as I could escort my boy ashore. But no, 
he didn’t want-to go ashore. Instead, he gathered himself to- 
gether, turned brick red all over, and with one mighty rocketing 
leap hurled himself upon the newcomer. There was a lashing 
and writhing of tentacles, a storm of stirred up sand, a cloud of 
ink, and behold, the Kid had tied up the big palooka with a 
headlock, two hammerlocks, a half Nelson and four distinct toe 
holds. Well, there was no use trying to separate them then, 
and as they were too busy hanging on to each other to hang on 
to the bottom, I pulled them up just clear of it and swam for 
shore, loaded down to the marks. When | got them into shallow 
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water they were still at it. The seconds and handlers pried them 
apart, the referee sent them to their corners, and I got my 
camera ready. A tense hush fell upon the assembly.-. . . 

The bell! They came out with a rush! Well sir, though the 
spear head and cable were in the Kid’s way and cramped his 
style, he just simply swarmed all over that big bum. He squeezed 
him, he bit him, he shot ink into his eyes; he picked up pebbles 
in his suction cups and massaged the poor ham’s noggin with 
them. His style, though individual, partook of boxing, Creco- 
Roman wrestling, catch-as-catch-can, hockey, chiropractic. say- 
ate, rape, mayhem, sumo, jiu-jitsu and delirium tremens. !: was 
a revelation! The fans went wild! 

After the opening fireworks, the maulers settled dow: to a 
grim, gruelling battle. At intervals, as if by mutual co, sent, 
they called time out and sat in their corners, pumping ater 
into themselves, shooting it out of their condensers, and sco.ling 
at each other across the ring; then they'd leap forward aid go 
to it with renewed fury. The Kid was in fine shape, with ‘ever 
a mark on him, but as round followed murderous round. the 
other began to look like something left over till Monday in a 
Bohunk delicatessen. His pump action was jerky. That terrific 
squeezing hurt. He was taking it without a whimper, bu: you 
could see he was tired, groggy and walking on his heels. The 
fans were screaming for a knockout. 

At the clang of the bell for the Sixth, both boys cam: out 
battling. They met in the center of the ring with a sick ning 
squlch. The Kid was travelling so fast that he knockec the 
stumble-bum clear out of the water and up on the pelbles. 
He went right out after him, too, and they fought hamme: and 
tongs on the beach. As we shoved them into the ring, the mob 
had hysterics and the radio commentators, shouting huarse 
gibberish into the necks of bottles, were trying to pour drinks 
out of their microphones. 

More and more often, now, we could see the white gristle 
suction cups on the under side of the palooka’s tentacles—a sure 
sign that he hadn't far to go. The Kid was squeezing hiin so 
hard as they rolled and writhed and fought that sometimes the 
poor battered ump-chay’s water-jet broke the surface and 
squirted up three or four feet, as when you block the stream 
of a faucet with your finger. When he inhaled, it sounded like 
soapsuds running out of the kitchen sink.—It couldn't last 
much longer! 

Then, sure enough, the Kid got him! Taking strangle holds 
with two tentacles and cross-buttocks with three more, he dug 
the remaining three into the gravel and pushed for all he was 
worth. Slowly, slowly, the palooka gave way. His tentacles 
switched spasmodically. They relaxed. With gravel still stick- 
ing to his futile suckers, he flopped over on his back. Pande- 
monium reigned! 


... Eight... Nine... TEN! He was out! 


Well, sir, it had been a great scrap, and we members of the 
North Side Mediterranean Democratic, Social and Athaletic 
Club had taken over the so-called wise guys for a juicy slice of 
jack. We were grateful to the Kid, and we wanted to do some- 
thing nice for him; but all he seemed to want was the corpse 
of the palooka.—That, and my spear. He started right out for 
the deep water, carrying the one and dragging the other. We 
hauled him back by the line; then three of us held him down 
while a fourth slipped the spearhead out through the slit in his 
membrane. While this was going on he never eased his grip 
on his late antagonist. We turned him loose and he lolloped tri- 
umphantly into the sea, taking the palooka with him. 


Well, I've got that boy all sewed up in a contract which 
even he can’t break, and if you are a bona-fide promoter with 
a real proposition and the bankroll to back it, wire me in care 
of The Neptune Sporting Enterprises, Ink.—(We spell it with a 
K in honor of the Five Fathom Kid. That boy has got what it 
takes and, zowie!, can he shoot it out!). 
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CHAPTER IV 


Goggles 


“Go, let the diving negro seek 
For gems hid in some forlorn creek; 


We all pearls scorn... 


Sir Henry Wooton 


with the crudest spear imaginable. You may succeed in 

killing certain kinds of fish with a knife and no spear at 
all. There are even some fish (and plenty of lobsters) which you 
can capture with your bare hands. But — you can’t get along 
without goggles! 

I have heard and read tales of wily natives in strange 
places swimming down and spearing fish without the aid of 
goggles. While it is certainly possible, naked-eyed, to see such 
fish as the big black stingray lying stationary on a white sand 
bottom, he cannot be speared with any degree of precision; and 
without goggles the vast majority of fishes cannot be seen at all. 
Thus I think I am safe in saying that most of the stories about 
submarine fish spearing, without goggles, are just so much clam 
chowder. 

Some pearl divers, of course, still work without goggles, 
locating a prosperous community of oysters through a water- 
scope from the surface and then descending vertically into 
their blurry midst on the end of a weighted rope; but as even 
the wariest oyster is notoriously slow on its feet, it falls an easy 
prey to the diver’s half-blind groping. So this doesn’t prove 
anything, except that some pearl divers aren’t very intelligent. 


G OGGLE fishing starts with the goggles. You may catch fish 


I made my first water goggles by converting a pair of 
aviation goggles. They weren't satisfactory. I then bought a 
pair of rubber goggles, the rubber fitting across the upper part 
of the face something like a burglar’s mask. These were marketed 
as “diving and swimming goggles” and were of the type com- 
monly used by long distance swimmers. They were even less 
satisfactory for fishing than the pair I had made myself; in fact, 
subsequently, I tried several American and English types of flat, 
flexible all-rubber goggles and found them useless for my 
purpose. The distance between the glasses was always either too 
short or too long for my eyes and I could always see the nose 
piece or the rim annoyingly; also—a fatal defect in any goggle— 
the glasses did not lie in the same plane. (See diagram, page 36.) 
Unless you can lay a straight-edge across both your glasses at 
once and have it touch their surfaces all the way, you will see 
double under water. This may be encouraging when the fish 
are scarce, but it makes them pretty hard to hit with a spear. 

The first really practical goggles we found on the market 
were the old Fernez model (Fig. 11). These were made for the 
pearl and sponge industries. The eye cups were cast of alumi- 
num, about the worst material the makers could have chosen for 
use in salt water, and were cushioned against the face by rubber 
































































Fig. 11—Fernez goggles of aluminum. The design was good and 
the goggles more comfortable than was expetced. but as usual 
the aluminum corroded in salt water. 


Fig. 12—Fernez goggles with chromium plated frames and semi- 
hard rubber eve cups. These were probably the most satisfactory 
goggles on the market. 


Fig. 13—Japanese goggles with celluloid cups. The fabric-covered 
rubber bulbs are to equalize pressure in deep dives. 


rims cemented to the metal. The cushions reduced the field of 
vision and the aluminum corroded under them, so we took the 
cushions off and wore the goggles as you see them in the picture. 
Cushionless, they were not ideally comfortable, and unless you 
were careful to wash them with fresh water as soon as you came 
out of the sea, they corroded rapidly; still. their design was 
thoroughly sound and they gave us good service. As a matter 
of fact, Mr. Mrozowicki, who takes good care of his equipment, 
still wears his original Fernez goggles and will have no others. 
He has filed down the cups to bring the glasses closer to his 
eyes and thus increase the field of vision. So closely do his 
goggles fit that he has to trim down his eyelashes to prevent 
them brushing against the glass; and this, surely, indicates his 
devotion to the noble art and science of goggle fishing. 

A couple of years ago Fernez produced the goggles shown 
in Fig. 12 and, as far as I am concerned, they are ideal. The eye 
cups are molded of semi-hard vulcanized rubber—about the hard- 
ness, say, of a rubber heel. The fittings are heavily chromium 
plated and everything about them is thoroughly ship-shape and 
Bristol-fashion. You can wear them all day without discomfort; 
the glasses are locked, not cemented in; and so if you have any- 
thing wrong with your eyes, your optician can easily fit lenses 
ground to your occulist’s prescription. As delivered, the two eye 
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cups are jo'ned with an elastic cord; we replace this cord with 
a copper wire link, as shown in the pictures. It is important to 
make this link of exactly the right length to fit you. These goggles 
the the type most generally worn by the Riviera goggle fishers. 

At depths exceeding twenty feet, you will notice that your 
goggle rims cut into you uncomfortably and that your eyes within 
them feel as though they were being sucked out. Down around 
forty feet, this “suction” may deform your eyeballs, hinder your 
vision and cause you to miss your fish. To offset this, the Japanese 
have coupled little rubber balls to their goggle cups by means 
of rubber tubes; as the water pressure increases with the depth, 
it squeezes the air out of the bulbs and into the eye cups, thus 
equalizing pressure within and without. These bulbs, covered 
with fabric to protect the rubber from the sun, are shown in 
Fig. 13. 

Japanese goggles of this type are neither as comfortable 
nor as well made as the Fernez, nor do they seem to fit the 
average Occidental’s face without alteration. But if you file them 
down carefully to fit, a little at a time, they won’t leak a drop 
and won't start to hurt until you have worn them for an hour 
or so. The cups are molded of celluloid and are easy to file. The 
pressure compensation bulbs are certainly a great advantage 
in deep diving. The Japanese goggles illustrated were given me 
by Major W. G. Farrell, U. S. Marine Corps, one of the most 
skillful and experienced gogglers in the United States. 

Mr. Kramarenko, inventor of the fish gun described else- 
where in this book, has designed a “full-visibility” goggle which 
will probably be on the market by the time you are reading this. 
It is shown in Fig. 14. It consists, essentially, of a single flat 
pane of glass; forward visibility is therefore excellent, and the 
pane is sufficiently wide to enable the wearer to spot fish at good 
distances away on either side without turning his head. At the 
center of the goggles is a rubber bulb to equalize pressure in 
deep dives; this operates in exactly the same manner as the bulbs 
on the Japanese goggles. 

If you decide to make your own goggles and to follow the 
general form of the Fernez, there are two “native” materials 
which immediately suggest themselves. They are cattle horn 
and leg bone, both of which are used by benighted but happy 
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goggling savages in various parts of the world. You can cut 
sectiens of the horn to form very decent cups; leg bone, which 
should be thoroughly sun-dried, is a little harder to work, but 
the cups are thicker, stronger and more comfortable. Horn and 
bone should be varnished to protect them from the water. The 
Japanese goggle fishers who work out of Naples carve their eye 
cups from hard wood, which is perhaps the easiest avaiable 
and (if carefully varnished) most satisfactory material. 

Any optician will cut your glasses for you. My gogles 
are fitted with neutral optical glass one-sixteenth of an inch 
thick. This is plenty strong enough, yet not so thick as to © .use 
the slightest perceptible refraction. To cement the lenses into 
the cups, you can use almost any of the waterproof pot-and pan 
mending preparations sold in hardware stores and the base: ient 
of the Five-and-Ten. I usually use a sort of putty called D ico- 
mastic, which is one of those evil-smelling but indispen: ‘ble 
hell-brews concocted by the Royal House of Dupont. 

If your goggles fit you properly, they need be worn nly 
moderately tight. A strip of inner tube rubber makes the est 
headstrap. If your goggles have to be uncomfortably tig! in 
order not to leak, get to work and trim or otherwise adjust t em 
until they are watertight even with an easy tension on the si ap, 

Mr. Henry H. Bruderlin, a Saturday Evening Post rez ler, 
has written me from Redondo Beach, California, about his 
method of making goggles. 


“I was unwilling to spend much time searching for gl: ses 
when I might be searching for lobsters,” he says. “Beside | it 
seemed to me that the Japanese type could be improved. ‘» | 
dug into the odds and ends that I had been saving up for y. ars 
and managed to put together a pair of my own design. The ¢ ass 
lenses I painfully chipped with pliers from a piece of win«iow 
glass and ground on an old whet stone. For the frame I cliose 
a piece of Pyroxaline, or Pyralin (heavy unbreakable airpiine 
‘glass’) which I first molded to the correct shap by dipping i! in 
boiling water, and finally cut with a pocket knife to fit perfe: tly 
around my eyes. When finished, they were quite service: ble 
and possessed certain advantages over both the rubber and the 
Japanese goggles. Rubber frames, unless they are fairly rigid 
and hold their shape well, are useless if the wearer wishes to see 
an object with both eyes at the same time, and without binocular 
vision, judgment of distance under water is almost purely gucss- 
work. Even with good goggles, under certain conditions a ‘wo 
foot fish twenty feet below me looked for all the world like a 
one foot fish ten feet down, until I started down after it. In order 
to see the same thing with both eyes, it is necessary that the two 
lenses lie very nearly in the same plane, or in other words, both 
must face directly to the front. I have never seen a pair of rubber 
goggles that met this requirement. Rubber tends also to deterior- 
ate after moderate exposure to sea water. Japanese goggles are 
made either of metal or of bakelite. The metal frames cannot be 
cut down to fit around the eyes as can the bakelite, but on the 
other hand the latter is rather brittle and a fall is not too good for 
it. The Pyralin in the pair I constructed not only is not brittle; it 
is flexible enough to cushion the lens against rough usage. [ut 
the main advantage of the new pair, and the thing that made a 
hit with the fellows at the life guard station, was the way the 
frame sloped outward from the face to the lens, instead of inward. 
The frame was thus wider at the lens than at the eye, instead of 
narrower, as in the Japanese type, and the larger lens I used 
allowed a much wider field of vision.” 

Another Post reader, Dr. Q. M. Stephen-Hassard of La Jo!!a, 
California, writes:— 

“Some years ago I attempted to get some kind of gogg'es 
that would enable me to see clearly under the water. Howey 
at that time I was unable to find any and I determined to ma 
my own. I obtained two glass eye-cups and split the botto 
out of them by placing a few drops of oil in them and heating 
it suddenly. That gave me two glass rims which would fit : iy 
eye-sockets tightly, so next I cut two thin pieces of glass and 
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Fig. 14—Mr. Alec Kramarenko, his gun, his goggles and his game. 
The pistol grip of the gun is just below Mr. Kramarenko’s right 
hand; the reel is clearly visible further up the barrel. Note the 
size of the solid steel arrow and how it has traversed the fish—a 
loup. The goggles are of excellent design, giving about the widest 
possible field of vision. The rubber bulb at the center of them is 
1 pressure-equalizer for deep diving. 


replaced their bottoms, sticking the glass on with sealing wax. 
Finally I mounted them in a frame cut from a piece of inner 
tube which held them on my face. The finished article was 
essentially the same as a variety used by the Japanese, and, 
judging by your pictures, similar to your own. They were water- 
tight and I was able for the first time to see fish swimming at 
close quarters.” 

These goggles were not entirely 
Stephen-Hassard continues: 
“I have now solved the problem as far as I myself am 
concerned, although my solution is not practical for everyone. 
Manufactured goggles either rest in the eye-sockets, which is 
uncomfortable, or are made of too soft and perishable rubber 
and leak if they fit about the sockets. Both kinds give a somewhat 
distorted vision. To be perfect, they must not rest on the eye 
ball at all; they must not be bulky; and both glasses must be in 
the same plane to avoid refraction and permit both eyes to focus 
on the same object. The hitch is that each pair must be made 
specially to fit the wearer and that is a big job. I begin by taking 
a p'aster of paris impression of the upper part of the face and 
then pouring that full of plaster. This gives a model of the face 
to work on. I then build the goggles up out of wax which can 
be reproduced in rubber by someone familiar with vulcanizing. 
lattach glasses with a rosin to the frame and assemble them. 
lt night be possible to make the goggles out of some other 


satisfactory; but Dr. 












































































material which would simplify the technique I have outlined. 
I believe the Japanese pearl divers use some kind of glass made 
all in one piece, covering the nose and extending from forehead 
to upper lip and from temple to temple.” 

You will note that in their interesting letters, both Mr. 
Bruderlin and Dr. Stephen-Hassard insist on the necessity of 
the glasses lying in the same plane. 

The Japanese pearl diver’s “glass” referred to by Dr. Steph- 
en-Hassard is really a mask. A glass disc about four inches in 
diameter is clamped by means of a metal ring to heavy but 
flexible rubber which fits across the upper lip just under the 
nose and so round the cheeks, temples and forehead. The whole 
business, which I can best describe as looking like a shallow 
feed bag (although it doesn’t cover the mouth) is held in place 
by rubber straps. 

The only one of these masks I have ever seen belonged 
to Mrs. W. Farrell, wife of Major Farrell, and like him a 
skillful goggle fisher. This mask. designed for the women divers 
employed in the Mikimoto culture-pearl fisheries, was too small 
for my face and so I was not able to try it in the water; however, 
although side-visibility was limited, it looked to me to be a 
very practical gadget. When I described this mask to Com- 
mandant Le Prieur, he laughed and showed me pictures of an 
identical article which he made some years ago in connection 
with a submarine respirator apparatus. A number of these 
respirators had been sold in Japan, so it is easy to see where 
their idea came from. Incidentally, Commandant Le Prieur 
pointed out that the mask is a cinch to make amd said he had 
made the first one himself from old inner tube rubber. 
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No matter what type of goggles you buy or make, here are 
two important bits of advice. First, never dive from boat or shore 
or any height above the water when wearing goggles; the glass 
may break and the rims are likely to blacken your eyes when 
your face smacks the surface. Either slide in gently, feet first, or 
wait and put your goggles on when you are actually in the water. 
Second, just before putting on your goggles, lick the glasses 
thoroughly with your tongue, laying on plenty of saliva. Rinse 
them clean, dash a little water on and around your eyes, and 
then put on your goggles. This procedure absolutely prevents 
the formation of mist on the inner surfaces of the glasses, and 
it remains effective for three or four hours at a stretch. It is one 
of the most valuable dodges in the whole art and mystery of 
goggling. Until I learned it, the mist problem was just plain 
hell; half the time I was straining my eyes through the fog, 
half the time I was scooping up water into my cups to wash the 
fog away, and all the time I was losing fish because of it. I 
tried wiping my glasses with oil, soap, glycerine, raw potato 
and various patented swindles made for car windshields and 
old gentlemen’s spectacles, but none of them worked like plain 
saliva. It is one of those rare things worthy of the adjective 
perfect—and how do vou suppose I heard of it. 

—Well, I met a Russian at Juan-les-Pins who had met a 
Norwegian at Villefranche who had met a Jap at Naples who 
said that at the Sakanaciuki school at Nagasaki, where a two- 
year course is given in goggle fishing, the pupils are taught to 
expectorate into their goggles as part of the ceremony of entering 
the water—I suppose to propitiate the fish gods, or something 
of the sort. It was a roundabout route for the news to travel, 
and as I think about it now I realize that all men who live in 
the sea are brothers, and I feel distinct flashes of that cosmic 
consciousness which Dr. Beebe has written about so beautifully. 


a, compleat — Next month... 
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“Swimming and Div- 
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Six 
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Los Angeles County... 


Underwater Recreation 
Program 


Mr. N. S. Johnson, Superintendent of 
the Los Angeles County Department of 
Parks and Recreation is pleased to an- 
nounce some new organization plans and 
future events. 


Mrs. Dorothy Frazier and Mr. James 
Christiansen have recently been assigned 
as part time coordinators on the Under- 
water Recreation staff under the super- 
vision of Mr. Al Tillman, Divisional Rec- 
reation Director. These two individuals 
are honor graduates of the recent Fourth 
Underwater Instructors Certification 
Course. Each of them has been previous- 
ly active in Underwater program work 
and can look back on an extensive back- 
ground of skin and SCUBA diving. 


Coming Events 


1956 Recertification Institute for all 
past instructors. Saturday, May 5, 1956, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Town House Swimming 
Pool. Registration fee—$3.00. 

Fifth Underwater Instructors Certifi- 
cation Course. Starting date sometime in 
May, 1956. Total number of hours — 
48. Entrance fee $30. 

Registration applications can be se- 





tion with the classes. 


The classes will start in July an 
be held at Roosevelt Park, 7600 G: 


cured by calling Underwater Recreation 
at LUdlow 8-0239, Los Angeles. 


Crafts for Skin Divers 


A series of six week sessions for hus- 
bands and wives covering the following 
craft projects: Rubber suits, floats, catch 
sacks, spears, ‘preservation of specimens, 
driftwood furniture, preparation of game 
and cookery, photography items, camera 
cases, jewelry, and display craft. 

Children will be welcomed to attend a 
series of movies to be shown in conjunc- 


tion and registration can be secu: 


calling LUdlow 8-0239. 


Skin and Scuba Diving Instru 
Standardized Courses 


Call Underwater Recreation, L! 
8-0239 for referral to the Los A 
County Certified Instructor in you: 


ing lobstermen’s pots. We are certa 
many visiting skin divers violate o1 
ster law unintentionally. 


Maine... 
COAST OF MAIN NEPTUNES, INC. 
By Don Lamont 

Since many skin divers will be visiting 
our Maine waters this spring and sum- 
mer, we would like to impart some in- 
formation concerning the taking of lob- 
sters by skin diving methods. 

Lobsters may be legally taken by skin 
divers at any time of the year in Maine, 
provided the skin diver holds a valid 
Maine Lobster fishing license. To obtain 
such a license, a person must have been 
a continuous resident for three years or 
one year if he is a veteran. 

A non-resident cannot legally take lob- 
sters in Maine. We experienced consid- 
erable difficulties last year with rumors 
that skin divers were raiding lobster pots. 
Inquiry into this matter has led us to be- 
lieve that visiting vacationists were open- 


Lobsters cannot be mutilated i 
way and must conform to minimu: 
maximum sizes. Maine uses a 
gauge lobster measure. One gauge 
inches in length; the other is 5 i 
Measurement is made from the rear 
eye socket along a line parallel + 


end of the body shell. 


So please, fellow skin divers, 
come up to Maine and have an i: 
tion for some delicious lobster, buy 
from a lobster dealer. Brothers 
same fraternity or not, if any of our 
bers see you hauling up lob 
benefit of a lobster license, you're 
some stiff fines. Appealing to the : 
tary angle, taking lobs 
cost you roughly $5 a pound. = 


Avenue, Los Angeles. Advance in! 
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Chief Diver Ted Davis at Marineland of 
the Pacific wearing one of the finest 
Thermocline suits, by Dive N’ Surf. 


THERMOCLINE 


Chief Davis says, ‘’This suit has been in constant use for fifteen months and is still 
in excellent condition. Here at Marineland we must have the best equipment to 
meet with long hours of underwater work. The Thermecline suits are used exclusively 
by all our divers to meet these high standards.’’ 


Veteran divers all agree THERMOCLINE neoprene exposure suits, designed and 
manufactured by DIVE N’ SURF, are unequalled in quality, workmanship, materials 
and design. Now available in colors: Marine Green, Golden Yellow, Fire Red, and 
Bat Ray Black. 


FULL SUITS FULL SUIT KITS 


$59.50 $99.50 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 





We carry a complete line of skin diving and surfing equipment, MASKS, GUNS, FINS, AQUA-LUNGS, AIR-MATS, SURF- 
BOARDS, EXPOSURE SUITS, WEIGHTS, POWERHEADS, SNORKEL TUBES, etc. 





DIVE N’ SURF 





223 Hermosa Avenue 
FRontier 9-1473—ORchard 8-2736 


HOURS: Monday, Thursday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. — Friday, 9 a.m.-10 p.m. — Saturday, Sunday, 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 


(on the Seawall) 
Redondo Beach, California 
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$1.50 Donation per person 





Starts at 8:30 P.M. 


TORRANCE AMERICAN 
LEGION HALL 


Torrance, California 


Saturday, May 12, 1956 
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because we were afraid the ice might 
break. >= 





Arizona . 
DESERT DOLPHINS 

By Toni Popovits 
We have scheduled a series of week- 
end outings in the numerous lakes around 
Phoenix. In February our outing took us 
to Canyon Lake, about 60 miles away. 
The water was cold enough to require the 
use of our dry suits (about 60°). The 
visibility was very poor, only 2-3 feet, so 
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RICHARDS ” ... NEW YorK’s LARGEST SPEARFISHING CENTER 
PRE-TESTS all Equi for SAFETY and DURABILITY! 

- all Equipment for an : 
All skin diving products are quality checked and carefully tested by our staff of experts under 
actual oceanic conditions from aboard our 31 foot cruiser before authorized for sale. 

ONE YEAR GUARANTEE ON ALL Sk Di ! C NEW ITEMS 

OF OUR EQUIPMENT! in Diver's Corner... 

We are the authorized Eastern Aqualung re- 

per depot. 

ANOTHER FIRST! 

Ov, expert diver gives you a free, private, one 

ho-r lesson at the Hotel St. George swimming 

pool with the purchase of any diving lung. 

COMPLETE SELECTION! 

W. have the largest selection of diving equip- 

mat... GUARANTEED... and available at NEW 1956 JANTZEN SPEAR- 

m. dest prices. Postage Prepaid in U.S. FISHERMAN .. . The zip-off 

4 trunks tested and approved by 
30 experts. Long lasting with NEW 1956 AQUALUNG REGU- 
elastic waist. Red, Navy, Tan. LATORS . . . Unbreakable fibre 
Snes DEAD onc cccccsvcces $5.95 glass housing, same famous aqua- 

lung performance ...... $45.00 
' RES-QPAK ----.-------- $2.95 Chrome Housing........ $65.00 
Automatic Reserve Valve $14.95 
FROGMAN T-SHIRTS .. . 4 col- The Latest Editions to Our Com- 
ored emblem on Heavy Weight plete Skin Diving Library. 
quality White T-Shirt. MEN & SHARKS by Dr. Hans 
Adi dee... S,M,L $1.25 Hass .. . latest thriller... .$3.95 
Cities dam... 4-12 $1.00 STERLING SILVER “FROGMAN” SKIN DIVER’S LOG... $1.75 
TIE CLASP. Beautifully detailed DIVE by Rick Carrier... a com- 
SQUALE SPECIAL . .. “BEGIN WITH THE BEST” RICHARDS’ DESIGNED GANTNER $3.95 | plete text book ......... $4.95 
” eres -$4.95 NOW “WRAP AROUND” TRUNKS fea- 
OE sacess 2. $ 95 turing two “Quick Exit’ zippers. en rasa3 west 42nd STREET 
. i n ; 
re aiclenceiaties . 5.00 pon ee Set Black and ‘cane RICHARDS AQUALUNG CENTER ew york 36, N. Y. 
VALUE _$11.95 al lies aaa Counselors and outfitters for world-wide underseas expeditions. 
Te atin atin alin alin aie aliieatit atin stiatiiialiind Michigan... we packed up and headed for Apache 
| \ | , THE DIVING BOMBERS Lake which is about 15 miles further. 
Hey! Hey! Hey! r By M. B. Osburn At Apache Lake we found a beautiful 
j We are a newly organized group in spot for a day of diving pleasure. Al- 
} DAVEY JONES RAIDERS 4 the Lansing area, with seven charter though the lake was quite choppy and a 
] 3 members and quite a few interested per- brisk breeze set the white caps dancing, 
F sons. On Sunday Jan. 29th a few mem- we discovered a calm, clear, sheltered 
bers of our group went diving under the cove with a clean, sandy beach — a per- 
3rd Annual { ice at near by Lake Lansing. The ice was fect setting. 
e ° { 18-inches thick — = water tem i= The water temperature here was also 
Friendship & Fun { — hin ae The _ = F, abl ut around 60° and a sandbar across the en- 
‘ licati on 4 bei _ Yagi 4 - trance to the cove proved to be an excel- 
P — a oe al sage lent barrier against the rough water. Our 
{ ane Police f gee ae P aie 9 = visibility was quite good and the entire 
1») A { —_ ; me or ve = : —. a area was smooth as glass. A fine time 
{ rag asa under water diving, winter was had by all and we look forward to 
, gage 1 , our next outing. = 
j n our first dive we got some gooc 
| Featuring { publicity in the paper and about 200 
xeople came out to watch us dive. The 
DANCE BAND { hole in the ice by the time we got ready SEATTLE SKIN DIVING 
FREE FOOD { to go in was six inches underwater. We 
{ had to ask the spectators to move both HEADQUARTERS 
PLEASURE BAR { themselves and their cars back a ways Aqua-Lung, Divair, Scott ¢& Northill 


Bel-Aqua, Carib, Seal, Pirelli and 
Wet Suits 
Certified Air Refills 
All Types Fins, Masks and Guns 
Complete Line of Accessories 


i 


Puget Sound Divers Co. 


2520 WESTLAKE AVE., NO. 
SEATTLE 9, WASHINGTON 
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A Camera Everyone Can Afford 


AQUA-CAM 


MARK 1—UNDERWATER CAMERA 


(Patented) 





A COMPLETE CAMERA 
NOT Just a Case 


Two simple controls with neoprene “‘o”’ 
rings and gaskets. 

Air valve for pressurizing. 

Takes #620 size film — provides 21/4" x 
3%" negative. 

Housing of durable cast aluminum, with 
beautiful baked finish. 


Fixed shutter — no focusing necessary. 


Price $32.50 P.P. in U.S.A. 


(In Calif. Add 4% sales tax) 


Send Check or M.O., or see your local dealer 


E. E. PETERSEN 


7055 Eastondale Ave. « Long Beach 5, Calif. 











BAHAMA ISLANDS 


‘*Skin Diving at its Best’’| 





Clear, warm water, big fish, coral reefs 
and old wrecks, Cruise from Nassau 
on one of our completely equipped 
yachts, sail or power. One hour from 
U. S. by air. 


LAZYJACK - 39’ Schooner, Capt. 
Fred Whittier, P. O. Box 1057, Nassau, 
Bahamas. 

TRAVELER 40’ Ketch, Capt. Art 


Crimmins, c/o Nassau Yacht Haven, 
Nassau, Bahamas 


ALPHA — 80’ Ketch, Capt. Lou Ken- 
edy, c/o Nassau Yacht Haven, Nassau, 
Bahamas. 

SERANNE — 46’ Cruiser, Capt. Sam 
Sawyer, P. O. Box 1057, Nassau, 
Bahamas. 

JAY BEE 30’ Cruiser, Capt. Bernie 
Butler, c/o East Bay Yacht Basin, 


Nassau, Bahamas 





SCUBA 


MOVI 


INSTRUCTIONAL 


Photographed Off 
the Coast of Yucatan 


by 
MEL FISHER 
and 


DR. NELSON 
MATHISON 


We have just completed an 
excellent instructional film 
on SCUBA diving. It is 20 
minutes in length, color, 
16mm, with music and nar- 
ration explaining all the 
safety and instructional 
points for safe diving. The 
purchase price is $195.00. 
No rentals are available. This 
film is an ideal training aid 
for lung classes and also 
shows beautiful fish, deadly 
but lovely coral and cave 
exploring sequences. 


1911 South Catalina Avenue 





SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDERS TO 
($10.00 deposit on all C.0.D.’s) 


MOVIES UNDERWATER 


Redondo Beach, California 











All Members Nassau Charter Boat Assn. 


Write Yachts for Information and Rates. 
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Changes In California 
Angling Regulations 


Add face plate to permitted equip- 
ment in Millerton Lake. 

Provide for open season from October 
| to March 15 and size limit of 3-% 
inches for Spiny Lobsters. 

Diving—Change reference of Fish and 
Game Districts to geographical areas, in- 
clude face plates in definition of and 
clarify designation of self-contained un- 
derwater breathing apparatus. Permit 
use of breathing tubes (snorkels) for 


taking mollusks and crustaceans in all 
ocean areas. 

The above are changes and additions 
in the present regulations, all other rules 
and regulations will remain the same for 
1956. >= 





FROGMEN — SKINDIVE 


> 

— P 
Membership is now open in the only non-profit internationa! «ss0- 

ciation dedicated to the proper and safe advancement 
exciting new sport of skindiving. Each memt«r re- 
ceives a large colorful jacket patch. distinctive are 
g decal for window or car, membership card and } REE 
% periodic newsletters containing diving news; tr-.sure 
A hunting, salvage, and spearfishing inf cma- 
tion and many other items. Members! » $1. 

AIL TODAY TO 


i! 
: INTERNATIONAL SKINDIVERS BN 
PO BOX 347 LOWELL, ™ 






Th 
hamp 
a lon 
tled « 
in ou 
natio: 
nearb 
Kings 
a cok 
tiona! 
for tl 
after: 
chile 


cover 


have 
in Jai 
struct 
open 


perso 
write 
Kinne 


Calif« 


day, 
(TOSS! 


beca 
me 
not | 
wate 
Seve 
catc] 
brou 
trop] 
tune 
time 
Wed 
can 
ally 
old » 


atter 





unde I 


V 
tn) 


1 


a 


C 
0 


¢ 


Since 


i 
\ 
ih 


t 


welcon 


ris 


Phone 


yr 


7 


Fc uw 


F 
V 
n 


med tl 


1S 
if 


€ 


a 
e 
r} 


\ 


1¢ 
L 
h 
€ 


1 


"te eee & 


ish Channel... 
SUB-AQUA CLUB OF JERSEY 
By Jim Scriven & 

This is the closed season for Jersey's ) Th 2 t Th Y 
mderwater fishermen but club ne Se iV e ro U 0 U e e a r 
jave been by no means idle. Last Sep- : 
be: we took possession of premises with an 
gear the Island’s main harbour and since 
then 2 work party of energetic members 
have miet twice a week to get the prem- 
ies into really ship-shape condition. The 
sult was seen when the third Annual a 
Gener] Meeting of the club was held on The Original 
30th J inuary and nearly 50 members sat ‘ 
down in comfortable, almost luxurious Foam Neoprene Suit 
urrou adings. 


Ai umber of members volunteered to SOFT, WARM, COMFORTABLE 


gtve on social, underwater and explora- 







} tion committees and these will be elected 
ly th general committee shortly. For Men and Women 
Clu» nights will now be held every 
Mond .y evening at the club house, La From $35.00 to $99.00 
Folie, Jersey, and need I say that if any 

visito from America happens to be in ‘ Available at Your Dealers 
Jersey at any time, he would be most . 

hearti vy welcomed at H.G. We could at or write 
least -how him how to catch a cold! >» 








lew Yor ; 
! Mn SYRACUSE AQUA KINGS NGINEERING 
By Bud Nasteff EVELOPMENT 
ORPORATION David M. Owen, Chief Diver 


Th Syracuse Aqua Kings have been ‘ 
hamp.red, but not completely stopped by 
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution 


ilons hard winter. Just before ice set- 





ooo m 




















tled oa the lakes for good we participated 
q . 
in Ou: most important venture to date. A 305 american trust company bldg. Woods — 
. i a ’ . ? ied . . Z Ss a 
. nation.al guard jet plane had crashed in berkeley 4 - california ": timed tes Cell” 
= nearby Onondaga Lake and the Aqua 
. King: working from a navy barge, spent SSS SSS SSS SSS SSSA SS SSS VSVVSSVVSVSVTVVVTVTA TT 








acold windy day assisting the navy, na- 
tiona! guard, and state police in searching 


for the pilot and wreckage. Late in the 
afternoon when everyone was thoroughly 
chilled through, the body was finally re- 


covered. 
i: Since that time, our hardier members with a 


have made several dives through the ice 


in Jamesville Reservoir and Welch’s Con- Protect your Aqua-Lung reg- 
struction (flooded quarry). Our club is \ f d d dirt! S C UJ BA SATCH FL 
open to both men and women and we ulator from damage and dirt: 





welcome inquiries from any interested Assurance that your regu- 

persons in the Syracuse area. Call or lator will be in top condition RETAIL 
write Steve Dulasky, President, 409 h d dive! $ 95 
Kinne Street, East Syracuse, New York. when you get ready to dive: Q 
Phone 773037. >» Made of top grain cowhide 


= leather, lined with water- 





- California... . _ . 
via LOS ANGELES NEPTUNES proof vinyl lining, ame fitted 
i By Byrd Baker with brass hardware! 
Fourteen of the Neptunes spent Sun- : 
day, February 26 off r soe in God’s At Your Local Sporting Goods 
in all Junderwater kingdom. We had a rough Dealer... 
crossing and a few of the fellows chum- 
: med the water enroute to the island. Just Available at the following Sporting 
tions Because we happened to be diving on Goods Stores: 
Pa iles me of the worst days of the year it did MEL’S AQUA SHOP Or — Mail Your Order Directly to: 
ne for fnot keep us from enjoying the under- 1911 South Catalina 
water kingdom when we could see it. Redondo Beach, California PRS Ge AAS 
Several of the Neptunes made good RICHARD’S SPORTING GOODS DIVERS SPECIALTY <¢ co. 
—— jftatches of bugs and a few scallops were cle ee Hang Los Angeles 24, California 
brouzht in. Woody Dimel won another naxx ebay RUSH Scuba Satchel. ( ) Checkor( ) MO. 
. ttophiy with a ten pound bug. The Nep- tie Ag - feel enclosed. 
RS tune have a new meeting place and Miami, Florida | To: 
a! wo. Filme. We are now meeting the first LYLE WOSKINS & sons : Name 
mir Te Wednesday of each month at the Amer- 1220 West Coast Highway ; Street 
d REE ican Legion Hall in Inglewood. We usu- Newport Beach, California _— 
in ma- Bally have underwater movies. All the on : 
id Neptunes who are still around should Dealer Inquiries Invited State 











Cy atten] our April 4th meeting. ># 
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California... Massachusetts ... Wisconsin... .. 
PHOTOMARINERS MASSACHUSETTS AMPHIBS MIDWEST AMPHIBIANS Binots 
By Gary Blockley By Skip Castelli Shin ne bes ao ee Wie 
ik ‘ ? We have anize : . _Giv as 2CEIV ig its 
Like photography? We have organized Three cheers and a tiger for our es- share of publicity lately; for the past two 
a club of twelve members that are de- teemed treasurer, Ed Pansewicz! The months Fa have been at least two ar. 
voted to underwater photography. We general consensus in this area is that skin ticles about the sport in the Milv. aukee = 
would like to thank Tuttles Photo Stores diving is a foolhardy and useless past- and other Wisconsin newspaper Jan- sched 
of Long Beach for letting us display our time but Ed gave our oe a tremendous uary 26 the morning paper hac head sms a 
cases and pictures in their windows. Ad- lift when he recovered the body of the lines saying “Couple dies under la .¢ ice bother 
vances are being made in stronger case MIT student who drowned when appar- Skin divers find victims of plunge.” 'Lenry dove 
construction and extension flash equip- ently crossing a frozen reservoir in Wal- and Irene Shelbrock of Milwaukee hac have 
ment ] Ae was dil 
il cate a hi tham, Mass. Under the poorest diving planned to do some ice fishing, a: 1 had 
We still take time out for other things conditions imaginable, Ed and six other driven their car onto Eagle lake : The 
Bert ye rele ‘e’s 15.]b. | : g ; eir car onto Eagle lake where 
as evidenced by Gary Howe's 15-lb. bug, divers volunteered to search the _ ice- it fell through into the water below Gene memb 
and Larry Scott and Bill Melavich's covered lake for the boy, who had dis- Swarts and Chuck Stanley, Amp! ibians § “5¢5 
21-Ib. and 20-Ib. sheepshead. All were ies ie tee 
—— oo ow § ae ad. Al Beas appeared a week previous and was pre- from Kenosha, found the bodies in about | ™°Y"! 
— poo lungs although 90% of sumed to have fallen through the ice. twelve feet of water. Both bodie were | °° 
the club own lungs. ** The mode of recovery operation follows: outside the car, and the car door were | Hey ‘ 
se \ enaeeinidil A channel was dynamited in the ice and closed; which indicates that both eople | #°°°P 
; git a sie sine: sibel police a — ep ne oe got out of the car before it went t! ‘ough | Ou 
NG Al g {RS were piloted, Venetian style, up the chan- the ice. Franc 
By Ben Sokobin nel to the diving area. With one diver The Conservation Departmen! held } new ‘ 
Last season our best day was spent aioe aaa fol onsgy “i ma! — hearings in Elkhorn and Madison : cent. | Harv« 
with four children cheering their respec- other descended on a line. Diving hac ly about the laws peas to pear- J gear 
ioe esos donee § a 16-4 been in progress for only a matter of a fishing. The only real opposition to pear. | for tl 
tive daddies to victory from a oot ag - : i 
skiff anchored off a Glen Cove jetty. We few hours before Ed located the body be- fishing was given by the group fron Lake { expec 
brought in ten good sized blackfish neath the ice in 40 of water and brought Geneva who want to stop skin div ng in J or up 
(Tautogs) none under 6lbs. with the it to the surface. all its forms. In general the skin livers Don, 
biggest 10-lbs. Ben Sokobin, and Al All diving was done through 2-4 inches - W oo have worked with th Con- vet 
Jacobs had the best luck with Dan Lus- of ice, and conditions were further hamp- rari athe gga +" have at ea 
kin, Henry Krause, and Art Rothenberg, ered by freezing weather (25°F), murky pe o hel a SS Come _ —_ 
seeing the fish but missing the big ones water and a muddy bottom. Underwater hi Pinel 4 ere ee as 
(so they said). Most days, in these waters, lights were brought into use, but Ed tells see mpl 1as helped the sport « insid- Pi 
the visibility is poor. Five feet is good, us that they were of little value since the pi nL — 
ten, excellent. silt particles in the water were reflected tionwide publicity. We are all justly 1 
Dan and Art are planing a Bermuda and vision was seriously impaired. proud of Ed, and of the Natick Aqua- échin 
expedition in April. We are all anxious The unfortunate tragedy and the re tarians as well, who searched dilizentl ‘1. 
to hear their reports. did work of the skin divers received na- and displayed flawless diving ability. © f skin 
, —— * 400 ; 
} eR ea ee ee ee eT ON ee a ree of div 
‘ ; divin 4 
| Che New The 
| The sy 
a cold 
V, Y f S f 4 mi 
-¢ 
> Whidh 
50 Dock 
& rock je 
: numbe 
| The Original and Exclusive . = 
Pocket Entry Dry Suit ' 
1 y y At Your Dealers or on 
} ~CONSTRUCTED with .035 gauge, two ply pure gum Inquire Direct unde ry 
7 gauge, PlyP 3 q consist 
rubber 8% neoprene, red on black. The suits are full dub. § 
, length with hood (optional), seamless moulded teams. 
boots (with scuff soles). Reinforced intersections - M 
; es, 
and Fused Tapered Seams, insuring absolute water Designed and Created men, N 
, tightness. Positive sealing pocket entry allows easy Divers 
entrance and removal without assistance. Your exact by cag 
| ¢ ere 
i measurements are required, allowances for under- the w: 
clothing are taken into consideration in manufac- CHRIS NEWCOMB = 
turing. All workmanship, materials, and complete stig 
. . , . ° 
satisfaction, guaranteed 100%. Made and designed P-1 the te: 
by experts with over six years’ experience in ex- a _ 
' posure suit manufacturi p Zz lie 
} posure suit manufacturing enguin, Inc.  \\ee 
: : bers vw 
Z Chane of Gutiide Caton, Clack or Red 6162 Atlantic Ave., Long Beach 5, Calif. berger 
] : Small, Medium, Large and Custom Sizes Phone: GArfield 2-2612 4 $ 
, PE earn ae St Sa ee aie ee 3 aT Sa ; ; mel ® dat = im FE 
. ly 
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[llinois . . . 
CHICAGO SUBMARINE 
EXPLORATION GROUP 
By Charles Napravnik 

Our diving has been continuing on 
schedule (every week) but the cold water 
suits are getting to be more and more 
bother you to put on and take off. We 
dove the local quarries and lakes, and 
have also tried Lake Michigan, which 
was dirty and cold—as usual. 

The five Leica cameras owned by club 
members, will soon have underwater 
cases, lesigned and built by Ken Werre- 
meyer and Jim Guth. They will be made 
of cas: aluminum with ground lens. If 
they ¢ on’t leak at 200 feet, the boys will 
accep' them. 

Ou; all-star diver, Don Hue, left for 
Franc. on January 28th, 1956, to find 
new \\ orlds to conquer. He landed at Le 
Harve bought a motorcycle, loaded his 
gear board, and was last seen healed 
for th: sunny shores of the Riviera. He 
expec's to stay in Europe for two months, 
or un‘!! his dollars run out, but knowing 
Don, ve expect to see him in about two 
weeks. Oh well, we can’t all be wealthy 
world travelers. 


~ 


Wash ngton... 
P' 'GET SOUND MUDSHARKS 
By Jack Meyers 
The Mudshark’s annual winter spear- 
fishin: meet proved to be a popular event 
and « widely attended function, groups 
of skin divers traveling as far as 300 to 
400 iniles to participate. The number 
of divers that participated in this skin 
divine contest was very good considering 
the elements the divers had to deal with. 
The spearfishing meet February 4, was 
acold windy, dark day, visibility under 
water was close to 12-ft. which is not so 
god. The place of the meet was on 
Whidby Island at the Keystone Ferry 
Dock. This area boasting of having a 
tock jetty which is the home of a great 
number of large cod, bass, perch, octopus 
and other denizens of the deep that like 
big rocks for protection and camouflage. 
Nine spearfishing clubs were on hand 
to participate, their members to test their 
underwater skill in teams. Each team 
consisted of three divers from the same 
dub. Some clubs having as many as three 
teams. The clubs that participated were 
the Mudsharks, Knights Of The Nep- 
tunes, Beachcombers, Piledivers, Mussel- 
men, Northwest Lungdivers, Oregon Skin 
Divers, Devil Raiders and Kelp Kreepers. 
When the contest was underway there 
were 17 teams, a total of 51 divers in 
the water. The majority of spearfishing 
enthusiasts chasing schools of black bass 
around rocks and through kelp. After two 
hours of hunting and spearing their prey 
the teams weighted their catch. The re- 
sults, first place, Mudsharks; second 
place, Mudsharks. and third place, the 
Oreyon Skin Divers. The first place mem- 
bers were Jim Blanchard, Ted Rothles- 


bberger and Dick Kleine, each of these 


divers receiving first place team trophies. 
Jim Blanchard also awarded a _ large 
tropliy for the largest fish of the contest, 
414‘ Tb. ling cod. >» 





a 


he 





SKINDIVERS! 


FOR COMFOFT, SAFETY AND PLEASURE, 
BE SURE THE AIR YOU BREATHE IS FRESH! 


Be sure it is Cornelius compressed air. 






Moderate charging rate and triple filtration 
— mechanical, coalescent and 
chemical—all help 
insure that Cornelius 
compressed air is 


\\ 

pure and fresh. 
\\ 

Model 130R1500— \ 


1% CFM—3000 PSI. : 4 
Weight 38 Ibs. Height 17 in, x Ss 




















& 









Own your own compressor or urge your club or dealer to purchase one. 
There is a Cornelius compressor for every diver’s need. Five models 
available. All are easy to operate—ask your dealer for a demonstration 
or write for free catalog showing complete line. 


THE CLLLL, COMPANY 


550-39th Ave. N.E. Minneapolis 21, Minnesota 




















PORTS NLIMITCD 
divers supply 


Sporty 

got mad 
because he 
didn’t have 
aname. He 
left for France 


in his new Only the 





Balboa originals, best in 
the nicest trunks and shirts Watersports 
he could find. Yes! He — 
an 
bought them at Sports Unlimited. Gifts. 





6906 PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY PH. HARBOR 3798 NEWPORT BEACH, CALIF. 
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MEL‘S AQUA SHOP 


1911 So. Catalina Ave., Redondo Beach, Calif. Phone: FR. 5-6714 


COME AND SEE THE MOST COMPLETELY STOCKED 
SKIN DIVING STORE IN THE UNITED STATES. ALL 
MAKES OF GUNS, LUNGS, SUITS, SUB-SEA GADGETS, 
SPARE PARTS, CAMERA CONTROLS, DIVING FILMS AND 
JEWELRY. 














VIRGIN ISLANDS 


“SKIN DIVERS’ PARADISE” 
SKIN DIVERS 


will find special rates 
at spearfishermen’s 
headquarters 


TRADE WINDS HOTEL 
on beautiful Brewers Bay 
P.O. Box 1242 


SAINT THOMAS — 


Aqua-Lungs—Hydro Pak— Divair 
Underwater Cameras 
for sale or for rent 
TANKS REFILLED 
Most complete stock of 
Underwater equipment in the 
Caribbean 


Cc. & M. CARON 
P.O. Box 315 


U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 














ANOTHER FIRST! 


We Are Proud to Announce the Opening of Our Second Diving 
Shop in Southern California. Centrally Located in the 
Heart of Laguna Beach at 159 South Coast Highway. 


WE WILL FEATURE 
@ The Most Complete Selection of Diving Equipment in So. California 
@ Certified Pure Air Refills at $1.00 and $1.25 
@ Complete Rental Department 
@ Time Payments 
@ Friendly, Competent Advice and Instruction 
April $49.95 “SEA SPORT” $24.95 H Both 
Special } Ready mace WET SUITS Kit Shops 


WO £E LE £6 £6 £6. £6 244470. 





- Sigtiiacieoaanaieps 





Pate Te 


Stop in and get acquainted. During the month of April we have a Free Gift for you. Also 
get details on our Free Diving Trophy to be given away each month at Laguna Store. 


Underwater spoRTS SHOP 


— NOW AT TWO LOCATIONS — 
No. 1 — 5914 E. 2nd St. 
Long Beach 3, Calif. 
Phone HEmlock 3-7575 


No. 2 — 159 South Coast Highway 
Laguna Beach, Calif. 
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Kentucky... 
“MERMEN OF KENTUCKY” 
By Estill Lyons 


An ice drowning occurred nea: Lex. 
ington recently. Two men checkin«: traps 
in the middle of a creek not over SO feet 
wide or 9 feet deep combined their 
weight on a weak spot in the ice an.} both 
fell through. The one able to ex’ricate 
himself from the water ran to zet a 
branch from a nearby tree and ext. nding 
it to the chap still in the water atte apted 
to pull him out. However, the e\ -ntual 
victim complained of severe cold ai 1 was 
unable to maintain a grip with ei! \er of 
his hands or his teeth. His body \: 1s re. 
covered several hours later. 

With that tragedy in mind, M: Wil 
liam Fitzpatrick and myself, plan: -d an 
exhibition to show the public hoy. easy 
it is to fall through the ice, then ¢ ¢t out 
of it. 

Going to a near-by rock quarry here 
ice was thawing and only one an one 
half inches thick, and equipped with 
rubber suits, Scuba units, and 18 ; ound 
weight belts, we agreed to meet «' one 
designated spot on the ice. Sure en ugh, 
when we came together the com ined 
weight of both broke the ice, and \ > fell 
in. 

Instead of trying to climb back onto 
the ice, we assumed a prone-float -that 
is, in a face-down position, arms ext: ided 
upon the ice and at the same time used 
our legs to kick forward onto the ive. 

Without removing any equipmert we 
showed how a weaker swimmer 0. one 
who needed assistance would be h« lped 
by extending his arms upon the ice while 
the stronger swimmer lifted his feei and 
pushed him forward onto the ice a‘ the 
same time. Once out of the wate, we 
alternately rolled or crawled to shore * 





California... 
DAVEY JONES RAIDERS, INC. 
By George W. Toombs 


The club has been busy all winter in 
preparing their boat for the coming sum- 
mer season of diving at the off-shore is- 
lands. They have purchased and installed 
a new diesel engine in the boat and just 
completed doing the bottom over in dry- 
dock. We are all looking forward to a 
highly successful summer of diving- 
many friends of other clubs will be ¢lad 
to hear that the “Raider” is just about 
ready to resume her weekly trips to Cata- 
lina, a letter will be sent to all who are 
interested in these trips. The Raiders are 
planning their Third Annual Dance which 
will take place on 12 May at the Torrance 
American Legion Hall. A group of the 
Raiders are leaving the last half of May 
for a trip to Mazatlan, Mexico, wiiere 
they hope to get in some good diving. 
The club is now open for new mem)er- 
ship and many are expected to apply as 
where else can one enter a club with: its 
own 36 foot boat that is club owned and 
be a part owner in this boat. If anyone 
is interested in joining please contact 
George W. Toombs at TO. 6-3452 or Burt 
Titford at GA. 5-6925. >» 
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SKINDIVER SWIMWEAR 










The New 
LOW LOOK! 

















(hop Top Trunks 


CH. at right) 
Interlined inner 
supporter * Hidden 
ange pocket 

¢ Sde zipper for 
m fit * Hip- 
3Ging trunks 
desigr -d for all-day 
mfort * Red 

Ch ck Dan River 
Cc ton or White 

- Navy Twill. 

Sizes 28-36 


$4.95 ppd 


> 










Skindiver 


(Il. at left) 
in snug satin lastex for 
trim appearance. Red, 
Royal, Maize, Black, 

or White. Sizes 27-36 


Only $3.95 ppd 





Send 25c¢ coin for photo catalog of HIS ‘n 
HERS BIKINIS, Skindiver Swim Briefs, and 
sharp Sports Shirts. 


(Refunded with purchase.) 


BOX 294 
PHOENIX, ARIZONA 





R OF ARIZONA 


CORNELIUS COMPRESSOR 
To 3000 PSI — $39.95-$60.00 


Ingersoll-Rand Air Compressors 
Furnished Free To Dealers 


Wholesale Distributors 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 


}$ AQUA PRODUCTS 


2009 MONROE STREET 
TOLEDO, OHIO 














Chile... 
CLUB DE HOMBRES RANA 
“ZAPALLAR” 
By Luis E. Klein 

Down here in Chile skin diving is not 
easy because of the cold water, 9 to 12 
cent., (approx. 50°F.) and rubber suits 
are very difficult to obtain, as is all other 
underwater equipment. 

Our diving club was the first founded 
in Chile and we now have 18 active mem- 
bers, eight of us dive the whole year 
round. We have plenty of fish and mol- 
luses and many beautiful beaches here, 
all within one or two hours driving from 
our capital Santiago. We go out every 
weekend for spearfishing and also to look 
for “locos”, a type of abalone that has a 
superior taste compared to the rest of the 
shell fishes. We also have “erizos” (sea 
eels), five or six dozen of these are 
speared without any effort. 

A very interesting point about our 
diving here is that we have no sharks 
and can dive with complete ease at all 
times. 

Indiana... 
WATER RAIDERS 
By Bob Lucas 

The Water Raiders came into existence 
on the dark, cold and wet night of Jan- 
uary 31, 1956. Hardly skin diving weath- 
er, but certainly the time to make plans 
for next spring and summer. 

Several members of the club took in 
the NSGA show at the Hotel Morrison 
in Chicago, and really had themselves a 
ball looking over the very latest in skin 
diving and Scuba equipment. 

Plans are also underway for a search 
for a giant carp that is something of a 
legend with fishermen of this area. Those 
who have seen him swear that he is bet- 
ter than 6-feet in length. 

If there are any persons in the South 
Bend-Mishawaka area interested in join- 
ing our group, they can contact us by 
calling ATlantic 9-9362. 





New York... 
AMERICAN PORPOISE CLUB 
By Franklin Kabelka 

Our organization has selected a hand- 
some new design and a navy blue jacket. 
The emblem is an inverted white shield 
embodying a navy blue porpoise and a 
red hand-spear diagonally set in the back- 
ground. The barbed five pronged hand- 
spear symbolized in our emblem is the 
original and basic weapon used by our 
members since they feel the skill they 
get in using it brings out the best in 
spearfishing ability and subsequent hand- 
ling of the speargun. The “rubber-less’ 
hand-gig was introduced to our members 
by the Eternal Grand Porpoise, Walter 
Gimple, around 1945. Some might re- 
member him by the very nice write-up he 
had in this magazine, Vol. 1, Dec. issue. 

Five of our members are going on an 
expedition to Florida fully equipped for 
spearfishing and the taking of underwater 
movies at aqua-lung depth. 

Skin divers in the Brooklyn area hav- 
ing a desire to contact our club can do 
so by writing to P.O. Box 182, Van Brunt 
Sta., B’klyn 15, N.Y. > 








Zp 


DIVE SAFELY | 





Available To The Public 
For The First Time 


The Life Preserver Designed by 
and for UDT and Compulsory 
Equip. for them since 1953. 


%& Rubber Coated Nylon Fabric, Easily 
Patched. 

Heavy “Rot Free’’ Nylon Straps. 
Snug, Comfortable, Bind Free Fit. 
Large Hi-Volume Air Flask. 

Long, Flexible, Manual Inflation 
Tube. 


All Metal Fittings Corrosion resist- 
ant, 


Flush Snap Cover Over Air Flask 
Eliminates Tangling in Kelp and 
Seaweed. 


Available in Hi-Visibility Yellow or 
Dark Grey. 


Only $24.95 Postpaid 


of) 
o> + 


SAF-T-LINE 


4914 Del Monte Ave. 
San Diego 7 California 


+ % 


* 


TRIP 


Special This Month 
Two Extra Inflation Bottles 
Ordinarily $1.00 Each 
FREE 


With All Orders Placed This Month! 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
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PRE-SEASON SPECIAL 


ery make first quality 
ply bonded neoprene and 
gum rubber dry suit............ $6695 


—— FREE! Value* 
With every purchase of any model of 
DIVAIR or AQUA-LUNG 


(This offer good until May 15th) 














* Specify size and type of entry 
Tanks filled while you wait 


Send 15c for our latest Jumbo catalog 


CENTRAL @ZSSKINDIVER'S 


*figeey® 





160-09 Jamaica Ave. Jamaica 32, N. Y. 











LUNG DIVE WITH 
SAFETY AND CONVENIENCE 








CLEAR WATER from breathing hoses with 
MAR-MAC Non-Return Valves in your 
mouthpiece. Install in seconds without cut- 
ting hose! Only $3.00. 





STOP FUMBLING WITH STRAPS. Get in and 
out of your lung harness in seconds with 
MAR-MAC Safe Dive Buckle. One hand 
operated emergency release! Only $1.65. 











All MAR-MAC accessories fully guaranteed 
Dealer inquiries invited 


TO MAR-MAC: Dept. SK-3. $. 
enclosed Ship following immediately, postpaid, with 
full instructions, under moneyback guarantee: 
—_____Se-Air Gauge, complete, $24.95 
(See SeAir ad in this issue) 

Non-Return Valve Set, $3.00 
—____Safe Dive Buckle for 1° webbing—2—21/," 

webbing. Either size, $1.65. 








ee a 


ee 


MAR-MAC INDUSTRIES 


1453 REVERE AVE., HAYWARD, CALIF. 
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Great Lakes Council 


Formed 
By DICK OGLESBY 


A meeting of the Board of Directors 
of the newly formed Great Lakes Skin 
Diving Council was held at the Gary 
Y.M.C.A. Sunday, February 19, 1956. 
The meeting was attended by Malcolm 
Ball of Elgin, Illinois, President, Dick 
Metzler, Detroit, Michigan, Vice Presi- 
dent; Carl Forslund, Michigan Repre- 
sentative, Dick Oglesby, Indiana Repre- 
sentative, Dr. Ray Marcus, Illinois, Rep- 
resentative, Bob Pottenger, Illinois Rep- 
resentative Alternate and Fred Rogers, 
Wisconsin Representative Alternate. Al- 
so in attendance was Dick Peterson from 
Champaign, Illinois, acting in an ad- 
visory capacity. Dick being a lawyer as 
well as an ardent diving enthusiast, has 
been a tremendous aid in the preparation 
of the new constitution which was the 
primary purpose of the meeting. 


The new draft is now in the process 
of being written and as soon as copies 
are available they will be mailed to all 
clubs that have previously attended the 
council meetings. 


Jerry White of Michigan has been 
appointed as Chairman of the Special 
Events Committee. Jerry’s past record 
in promoting diving in the Great Lakes 
Region speaks for itself, and there is no 
doubt as to Jerry’s ability to handle this 
committee to the maximum benefit of 
the council. 


Dick Oglesby of Indiana was ap- 
pointed as Chairman of The Safety and 
Certification Committee, which went into 
operation February 19, 1956. In order 
to get the certification program under- 
way as quickly as possible, all interested 
clubs are requested to mail a copy of 
their “Safety Rules” and “Qualifying 
Tests” to Dick Oglesby, 847 - 118th 
St., Whiting, Indiana. as soon as pos- 
sible. 

The next council meeting has been 
scheduled for April 15, 1956, and will 
be held at the South Bend, Indiana, 
Y.M.C.A. at 1:30 p.m. The purpose of 
this meeting will be to register all clubs 
attending and to ratify the proposed 
constitution. Also an outline of Safety 
Rules and Regulations along with details 
for diver certification will be revealed. 


Make every effort to have your club 
attend this meeting as it will be the most 
important meeting of the year. >=» 


ATTENTION! 
EASTERN DIVERS 


WRITE FOR 


FREE 
PRICE LI:T! 














ORDER EVERYTHING YCU 
NEED ... BY MAIL 


Immediate Delivery From Our Sto: «! 
We Pay All Shipping Costs To Y- .:! 


Complete diving needs including 
vair and Aqua-Lung Scuba, frogn 
suits, spear guns, fins, masks, wa 
skis, aquaplanes, parts for lungs c 
a complete line of accessories. 


Qaas st 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR HEALTHWAYS 





VOIT « 


U. S. DIVERS «+ 


DACC 





Bonz 242, Syracuse 1, New York 


DEPT. SD-1 ; 








TENJOHN 


*‘Make It Yourself Suit” 





We have found foam Neoprene 
with a zipper jacket and zipper 
pants the easiest to make and 
warmest to wear. 


Kit includes Neoprene, non 
corrode jacket and pants zip- 
per, seam reinforcement, ce- 
ment and _ instructions, with 
patterns that make it easy to 
“make it yourself.’’ 


List Price $26.00 





Write for Free Catalog 


FENJOHN UNDERWATER PHOTO 


& EQUIPMENT CO. 


90 Cricket Ave. 
Ardmore, Pa. 
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Nl Ao 
MIDWEST DIVERS OF CHICAGO 
By Gran Erickson 

Last summer we had outings at many 
of the lakes in the area including; Crystal 
Lake, Mich., Lake Michigan, Ill., and of 
course our old standby Lake Geneva, 
Wisc. Our winter activities have included, 
the organizing of our own club and be- 
ing active in the organizing of the newly 
forme:! Diving Council, here in the Mid- 
dle-West States. 

At present we are helping out the 
Red Cross along with a number of other 
dubs, by appearing in a diving demon- 
stratic. in their Water Safety exhibit. = 





Texas ... 
TEXAS FROGMAN CLUB 
By Tex Robertson 


Ou: Texas Frogman Club is for young- 
sters ond we have 557 boys and girls be- 
tweer. the ages of six and sixteen years as 
active members. There are another 71 
listed as honorary members who serve as 
leade’s. 

In short, the program of the Texas 
Frog:.an Club is similar to that of scout- 
ing « .cept it is carried on in the water 
with 2 bit of Navy Demolition training 
inclu ied. The prime objective of the pro- 
gam is to improve the swimming skills 
of our youngsters. Places in Texas, wheth- 
era swimming pool, lake or stream, boys 
and virls have had valuable fun when the 
adult leadership has been adequate. 

Texas boys and girls or adult leaders 
interested in forming a chapter of the 
Texas Frogman Club may write to Tex 
Robertson, Box 812, Burnet, Texas. = 





Michigan... 
TREASURE UNLIMITED 
By Fred Shaft 

Early in January we gave a demonstra- 
tion to the people responsible for the 
recreation programs throughout Detroit. 
They were very pleased and many ques- 
tions were asked regarding the equip- 
ment, its use and the inherent dangers 
involved. Within a few hours after the 
demonstration was over we received a 
call from the head of the Water Sports 
Department telling us that the ban was 
lifted, and that we could bring our equip- 
ment into the pools. It is hoped by the 
club that a program will soon be initiated 
here in our city to further promote this 
great sport of skin diving. 

James Bruflodt, club member, was in- 
strumental in calling together department 
heads to see our demonstration and lis- 
ten to our side of the story. 

Old man winter has not succeeded in 
forcing our skin divers to hibernate. Quite 
the contrary! We have a large turn-out 
at our meetings and have planned many 
activities including a dive through the 
ice scheduled for the end of this month. 
Brrr! >=» 








THE 
SAMPSON 


PROFESSIONAL 
UNDERWATER 
CAMERA BOXES 
Designed for the Bell & 
Howell 16 & 35 MM 
100’ roll cameras. 


Elgeet 1.5 wide angle 
lenses available. 


BELL & HOWELL cameras available with UW cases 


SAMPSON MACHINE Works 


Write for prices and information 





TAKE ACTION 
PICTURES 


with the SAMPSON 
Gun and Safety 
Powerhead mount- 
ed on camera box, 
with built-in light- 
meter. 


1604 Newport Blvd. 
Costa Mesa, Calif. 








COMPLETE KIT 
JUST $24.95 


F.O.B. 





© LOOK! 





Hi Divers- 


AMATEUR ond PROFESSIONAL 


WET SUIT KIT — Complete with all ma- 
terials and instructions to make an insu- 
lated foam neoprene full suit with hood and 
seven zippers. Reinforced seams. Custom- 
made to you. Fast on and off. Tough and 
durable. Dries in minutes. Choice of full 
jacket zipper or half jacket zipper as illus- 
trated. Kits come in black. Please send these 
measurements when ordering: Height, chest, 
waist, thigh, middle of neck to wrist, bicep, 
crotch to floor. Send check or money order, 
for $24.95, to SEAL LIFE. No C.O.D. 


1901 Pacific Coast Hwy., Lomita, Calif. 
DA. 66663 
(Along P.V. Hills) 














KEEP A PERMANENT RECORD! 
EACH PAGE HAS CHECK-OFF 
LISTS COVERING WEATHER 
AND WATER CONDITIONS, 
GENERAL OBSERVATIONS, 
SCUBA, AND MORE. PLENTY 
OF ROOM FOR COMMENTS 
AND/OR PHOTOS. THE REC- 
ORD YOU KEEP IN YOUR SKIN 
DIVER’S LOG IS THE KEY TO 
BETTER DIVING. 


Price $1.75, Postpaid 
SPEARFISHING SUPPLY CO. 


87-10 92nd St. 
Woodhaven 26, New York 














The SKIN DIVER Magazine 
Box 128 
Lynwood, California 


l-yr. $3 
I enclose $ 


[_] New 


|_| Renew 





puoscription Blank 


______ for ____ years subscription. 


2-yr. $5 5-yr. $20 








SKIN DIVER—APRIL—47 











RECOMPRESSION CHAMBER 


Scientific Underwater Research Enterprises 
1740 Westridge Rd. Los Angeles 49, Calif. 
Phone — GR. 2-3253 


For diver and equipment up to 500 feet in depth 
Completely equipped including trailer for easy transfer 
Write for complete information and literature 


‘ sone, 
For diver and equipment 
to 500 feet in depth 











ALL WET? SUIT LEAK? BOTHERED BY “SQUEEZE” 
IT’S TIME FOR A CHANGE! 


Try the new Polar Underwear 
Constructed of close cell foam plastic, this suit will keep you warm even though sopping 
wet. A full length undrwear kit, it comes ready to make. 


All pieces clearly marked and pre-cut for rapid assembly. Complete with brush, glue, 
zipper, and instructions, all for 


$19.95 
Comes in three sizes: Small, Medium, and Large. 
Send measurements with order. 
Write for free material sample — Dealer inquiry invited. 
FROGMAN SUPPLY COMPANY 
4407 S.E. Milwaukee Avenue Portland 2, Oregon 








BE 5-4886 — 5-9 Weekdays — 9-5 Saturdays 








“~L°EAU ET LA VIE SOUS-MARINE” 
French Magazine for Spearfishermen and Skin Divers 


Write to: Roger Foucher-Creteau 


Subscription for One Year: Bureau 16A 


$2.00 (U.S.A.) 


1 La Haye Street 
Tangier (Morocco) 














PESCASPORT 


(Italian Spearfishing Magazine) 


One Year Subscription — $5.00 
Manuscripts and photographs from the 
U. S. and Canada welcomed. 


American Representative: 

GUSTAV DALLA VALLE 

c/o Skin Diver Magazine 
P. O. Box 128 
Lynwood, Calif. 











In the Heart of 
the Florida Keys 


BARTELT BROS. 
Florida Skin Divers Hdgqs., Inc. 
at the 
seahorse motel, Marathon, Florida 
AS FEATURED IN SATURDAY EVENING POST 








Complete line of diving equipment for sale and rental — compressed air — 
instructions — guiding — special discount on air to Guests staying at our Motel. 











Louisiana... 
ARK-LA-TEX DIVERS 
By J. M. Coffield 
Activities of our Club have been trans. 
ferred to the Shreveport Y.W.C.\., to 
permit coed participation and tak» ad. 
vantage of their ultra-modern fac lities, 
and kind cooperation. 


Winter diving has been great fcr our 
suited members. A subplane was built 
and used for exploration. Several 1 otors 
have been recovered, plus a lot un- 
likely items such as a rifled parking : veter, 
Garfishing has been good with a forty 
pounder holding this year’s reco d so 
far. 

Lakes visited this winter include Oua- 
chita and Narrows in Arkansas, anc Bist- 
eneau, Caddo, Caney and Corn in 
Louisiana. >> 


California... 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA Sk'N 
DIVERS 
By Walter H. zhes 

We held our monthly outing at Car- 
pinteria, on Sunday, February 19. Sev- 
eral members got there one day ear! and 
dove after pitching camp in the C: rpin- 
teria Beach State Park. 

Jimmy Coyle, a protege of Ch wrley 
Sturgill, showed up all of our old © vers 
by bagging an eight and ten pound bug. 
Jimmy is sixteen and a fine diver. 

That cold night, we wore two s veat 
shirts and long — before cray ling 
into our sleeping bags. 

Next day Charley Sturgill took the 
outing trophy by getting the most | ugs. 
The pickings were slim compare: to 
years gone by, and he had to go diving 
again after the contest to get his limit of 
ten. => 
California... 

DAVIE’S BOYS 
By John Hallen)eck 

Past months have been very active for 
our Club, and we are now getting ready 
for more trips to Mexico. 


Everyone is working on secret weapons 
in order to catch the one that got away 
last time, all facing problems. Ye Ole 
Gasser guns have received the relief job 
and the power heads more powder, to 
make sure we will get them next time. 

Davie’s Boys plan a trip to Guay mas 
in June, the best time for fishing in this 
area — weather, not too hot, not too 
cold, > 





DOLPHIN ENTERPRISES 


CLOSED SUNDAYS AND MONDAYS 


9642 East Artesia Blvd. ° Phone TOrrey 7-0611 





The Original DOLPHIN Suit 
Accept No Substitutes! 
Suits Are Dry Type — Pocket Front Entry — Hood — Moulded Boots 


DELUX PURE GUM — KELP COLOR - $49.95 


If Custom Built Suit Desired: Head, Chest, Waist, Hips, Crotch to Floor, Foot in Inches, Wrist, Height, and Weight Required. 
Dealer Inquiries Invited — If No Dealer in Your Area, Write for Information 





Bellflower, California 
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SK N DIVING in the clear waters of the Ba- 
hanas and Caribbean, beautiful coral reefs, 
plenty fish, treasure hunt in old wrecks. 


Vacation on the WHITE SWAN 
Di: sel sailing schooner, roomy accommoda- 
tics for 6-8 people. Boat equipped with 
th ee stage compressor for aqua lungs. Rates 
res.onable. 

CAPT. E. A. FOSTER, JR. 
14:7 N.W. 98 St. MIAMI, FLORIDA 





Interested In High Pressure Air! 


DO YOU KNOW HOW? 
To operate a 3-stage compressor. To fill 
cylinders. To build oil-moisture removing 
equipment. To build chemical filter for 
breathing quality air. Most complete infor- 
mation available on this subject. Price com- 
plete with 3 sets of plans $5.00 cash or 
money order. 

THOMAS J. DOOLIN 


Box 181 Key West, Floriida 

















ft. Schooner Sails From Miami to Bimini, 
ry Islands, Nassau, etc., for 10 wonderful 
ys. Sail spearfish, treasure hunt, in the 
odd’s clearest waters. $100 covers ex- 
ses. Write — 


0. BOX 1051, MIAMI BEACH 39, FLA. 


JOIN BAHAMA CRUISE 














CWNERS OF ARGUS C-3 


Here’s the underwater 
camera case you've 
been waiting for. 
With the MARK II 
you can take ex- 
citing under- 
water photos. 






Presenting The 


SEAHAWK-MARK II 


underwater case for Argus C-3 


The MARK II is a precision-made cast aluminum 
housing. Has controls for film wind and lock, 
shutter release and cock. Port for flash. Guaran- 
teed to 150 feet. $59.95. Write for free brochure. 


SEAHAWK PRODUCTS 
Box 1157, Dept. 2, Coral Gables, Fla. 








DIVEMASTER 
SCUBA 
DIVING 
LOG 


With thumb rules for underwater safety. Beauti- 
fully bound, designed to serve as 


a 
durable tasting record. Postpaid. 1. 
Now, only.... 


vealer Dis counts 


TRAIN AT HOME — LEARN UNDERWATER 
SKIN & LUNG DIVING 
ly Home Training course of its kind. Train for 
iting sport or good paying job opportunities. By 
tstanding authority, E. KR. Cross, Master Diver 
rite asking for en about Divemaster 
me Training Pro 
DIVEMASTER, Dept. SD-4 
537 West 63rd Place Chicago 38, II. 


oiVuema 


2088 ere, 








Tremendous Saving!? 


Ingersoll-Rand High-Pressure 


AIR COMPRESSORS 


© Will fill 37 C.F. tank in 7 minutes. 

¢ Rated 2000 P.S.1., 16 C.F.M. at 600 R.P.M. 
e U. S. Air Force rebuilt. 

¢ 3-stage Compressor, Model 3321. 





This compressor will pay for itself many 
times over with savings on tank refills. 
Requires 7.5 H.P. electric motor or Wiscon- 


sin VE-4 gasoline engine. 29 500 


List price $1160.00. 
Now, while they last, 
Ship. Wt. 400 Ibs. F.0.B. Chicago 





SPECIAL! — Brand New — War Surplus 
Wisconsin engines sold only with com- 
pressor. Reg. $412— Now Only $212. 











HARRIS SUPPLY CO. 
(Regular Ingersoll-Rand dealer) 
1710 So. Michigan Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 
Phone WEbster 9-2700 


SUIT YOURSELF 


RUBBER SUIT KITS 





SUIT YOURSELF AND SAVE $ $ 
HEAVY DUTY RUBBER 
DRY TYPE—HOOD—MOLDED BOOTS 


entry PPAID TWO-PIECE 


Write for free brochure 


SUIT YOURSELF 
BOX 3423, DEPT. 5 
LONG BEACH 3, CALIF. 








42’ Diving Cruiser 
Fully Equipped) M A R A Y 
For SKIN DIVING and 
UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY 
Compressor Now Aboard for 
Unlimited Air Refills 
WINTER CHARTER RATE $85 
OWNER-SKIPPER MART TOGGWEILER 
Phone: Hemlock 49664 
400 Bolsa Ave., Seal Beach, Calif. 











J. W. HALLENBECK 


Factory Representative 
for Carmel, Catalina and 
Dolfin Rubber Suits 
P. O. Box 71, Bellflower, California 


SKIN DIVERS SPECIALTIES 


“Manufacturers Rubber Suit Sale’’ 
Dry Type — Full Length 


Carmel Brown $37.50 
Dolfin Kelp $47.50 
Catalina $44.50 


Molded boots, hoods, extra large entry chute, 
available, small, medium, large G ex. large. 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
Dealer of the Month: 
HUNTRESS FIBREGLASS PRODUCTS 
2015 E. Artesia, Long Beach 5, California 
Phone: GArfield 2-1384 




















SOLVE YOUR AIR PROBLEMS 


t we have Ingersoll- 
Rand, 3 stage pon bs Charge your 
Seventy” in 3.86 minutes to 2250 psi. 
These are no toys. Get a lifetime machine. 
H lave your installation g ed, te 
clans furnished. We have an extensive stock 
ct hard to get high a. __ fittings, 

tubing, etc. Write for det 
PRATER PNEUMATICS co. 
0. Box 9014 


For i diate 








Birmingham 9, Ala. 











LYLE A. HOSKIN & SON 


WATER SPORTS EQUIPMENT 





Proudly announce their new 1956 Cata- 

log—32 pages two color. A _ veritable 

bonanza for the Skin Diving enthusiast. 
A must for every Skin Diver. 


Send 15c today to cover cost of mailing 
and handling. 


15¢ for Catalog is refundable upon first 
purchase. 


LYLE A. HOSKIN & SON 
Dept. C-56 
1220 W. Coast Highway 
Newport Beach, California 














Jobbers Wanted 





Dive-masks — Swim-goggles 


Snorkels. etc. 


PHILIPP M.WINTER 


FUERTH/BAVARIA - GERMANY 
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UNDERWATER MOVIES FOR SAL IN HAWAII IT’S 
. 9 4 Photographed and produced by Mel Fisher and 
TAK Titi oard Dr. Nelson Mathison at V L's 
Reel + i—Lung Diving Adventure 

Se CS diver ih long, eearng, fet A AQUA SPORTS 

kelp forests around Catalina Island, Calif. 

P There are four types of this Reel +1.) 2401 Kalakaua, Honolulu 

RATE: Personal notices accepted only. No. 50’—8mm black and white, silent.... $4.00 Surf Aseade Bide. Phone 9057 
Commercials. 10c per word. Payment must a sie ei $e: an 
accompany copy before closing date, first of 100’—i6mm color, silent............. 00 
month. Reel +2—Instructional skin diving, educational and — 
ee ey ee = methods for use 
INGERSOLL-RAND—3321, 2000 PSI com- fet #9—taaructceel tant sco and_ sean ee 
pressor, 3 stage, rebuilt, refinished, parts showing proper methods of swimming and 4 
and operators manual. No rust, nor damaged pate = g Sa. 4 fy MF. aa D I Vv E R aa 
stage tubes, pass rigid inspection. Ready to exhaling on, ascent, norkeling and what to S K I N 
go, $285. Write or phone Hunter 5-8323, oe Sa re Aloays Show Dividends 
Strauss, 3723 Harrison, Brookfield, Illinois. ae oi cates film shows Dr. Nelson Mathi- y 
— — son and Mel Fisher in action capturing many - 

giant fish. A huge leopard ray spears Mel.) — 
SPEAR GUN—for a man. Uses breech load- _ a coral formations of the Carib- 
ing, .38 caliber blanks to propel 5°’ diam- bean Sea and beautiful kelp seaweed forests . 
eter solid steel spear. Complete with extra of Catalina Island—no spearing in this film.) Just Published! 
spears, heads, ammunition and parts. Per- Se Se ome Ree. BS, BO. OS, TS 
pt bought and used in Mediterranean. (00° = A A pre \ SHALLOW WATER DIVI G 
Extremely powerful. Price, $48.00. One un- 200’—16mm color, silent. . $48. and SPEARFISHING 
used French Rolleiflex housing. Sells for Reel +6—The Other End of the Line By q 
$150. Sacrifice for $95.00. Joel Judovich, ee ee Se ne ot ot By Hilbert Schenck, Jr. and Henry Ke 
2006 Delancey Place, Philadelphia, Penn. see all of the beautiful and fascinating 











A completely new book, with all th 
latest information about equipmen and 
techniques that have been develo; d in 


underwater life while the string fisherman 
— — misses most of the fun by not knowing what 
is going on at ‘“‘the other end of the line.’ 






















































FOR SALE — Aqua-Lung regulator, single Rare underwater shots of fish biting a diver, the last five years for: 
stage, unused — air bottle, 20 cubic foot — } 9 ® “aoa yy Hy : er Diving—Mesk Diving--Self. 
Deep sea diver's knife - $80. Thomas Fisher and’ Dr. Mathison In action spearing Contained Diving Equipment ©: the 
Loignon, Subgroup Two, Orange, Texas. sharks and. siant sea bass weighing 408 SIE vacipnsn ning 
i pounds in the waters o exico. jorida an Equipmen! and 
California. ft Technique 
TWO NAVY SURPLUS—Wing gun electric St lh net . 
drive cameras, good, no range finder, $30.00 Reel #7—The Blue Continent ain se accel 
each. 3.5 lens, push button, use flashlite S Goer Seeamenal ane laructiovel In addition to ready made equipment now «vail- 
cells. One good heavy shorty rubber two piece i et et _ ee ¥ 
medium suit, waist rail, few patches, plus i tor “irae weap a it is highly entertain your bookstore or divers’ supply dealer o: send 
foo rei ieee tan tar css toe 
. ‘ ’ ' ion a oe sound. $90.00 CORNELL MARITIME PRESS, Cambridge, Mar 
We make underwater films to advertise your products— 
INGERSOLL-RAND — 3 stage compressor, ten years’ experience. — 
tested to 3000 PSI, 15 cubic feet minimum, Money Orders or Cashier's Checks — No Rentals 
excellent condition. Shipping weight 400 sis ¢, FISHER-MATHISON PRODUCTIONS DO YOU HAVE AN AIR PROBLEM! 
Ibs. $150.00, F.0.B. Also 1500-2000 pound ae ee eee Gun » tah . Fill eylin- 
Cornelius compressor tested to 2350 PSI, 5 ders to 2 00 tb. or more in 4 minutes. = ° 
cubic foot minimum, $45.00 prepaid. Al oo ee Seo ee eee oe 
Hull, P.O. Box 1486, El Paso, Texas. naar aeeem sport “ipstructions furnished for setting vp 
a safe, fast, re’ plant. ite for details. 
PENciL TO POOR MANS SUBMARINE THOMAS J. DOOLIN 
DOUBLE CARTRIDGE CO. GUN for sale. SKIS + SUITS BOOKS -PREMIUM OFFERS Box 181 Key West, Florida 
aor _ = _ e aoa. — Hoss, FREE SKIN DIVER'S CATALOG 
a a on AQuAtCN: REX Ber 
SPECIAL — Misc. equipment. Cressi Tor- For Skin & Scuba Diving 
pedine, $25. New Barracuda CO* gun, never 
in water, $45. Cressi Cernia, $20. Spearfisher- *DEALERS* SPORTLAND 
“ s 48 . *,¢ f ’ 
gen ey a a te 1956 Water Sports Catalog 406 South Lake Pasadena, California 
One of the most complete listings of lead- 
_— Calif. Phone ME. 3-1272. i : j i Certified Air 
ing American and Foreign lines. Open Mon. & Fri. Till 9:30 SY. 6-6505 
menaons D. L. DAVIS CO. : : : —— 
VACATION AND TRAVEL—Do you have 3510 Manor Street 
a favorite underwater vacation spot. Early Los Angeles 39 California 
this year SKIN DIVER plans a “Vacation & Complete Line of Custom Made 





TRAVEL” issue which will be devoted to this 


ae Ve ees eu a Sunes COMPRESSORS SKIN DIVING SUITS 























locations we need proper directions, prices, G. E. two-stage, 24 volt AC-DC, complete 
pictures, fish that can be expected, other — pa Tg gk ge a at a Price to Fit Everybody’s Purse 
game, air stations, distances, etc. We can’t dition, $34.50. 110 volt transformer for Full Suit ........ siosticeingaeeer 
all go to the far flung “Paradise” for divers above es new, $9.95. Full Suit, heavy duty. . 64.95 
but we would like to try your favorite this . POPE CO. . OS SRS ae 2s ee 
year. Tell your underwater fellowship about 18630 Detroit ‘ave. Lakewood 7, Ohio Sa so ee es 
it here, in the pages of your magazine. Shorty Suit Kit...... eneueetoicnd sas. eae 
Neoprene Sheet 40” 120°'.... 15.95 
AUTONOMOUS DIVING ~~) na. 75 
Every week-end at Catalina! P sent COMMERCIAL, DIVERS Re We so 2.50 
. Sail on the fast, specially equipped or pleasure or profit. Lun anew werer— : , a —_ 
ft. cruiser Sill aoe aes te aden OE Casters’ Inquictes Solicited 
“SEA DUCE” Learn a speciolized field of training. 13 weeks For Complete Details Write 
s d by “SCUBA EXPERT” course. Adventure, pl e, exceptional earn- ' 
neove Ween, Saturday or eater by ings. Write for infermation: SEA-NYMPH MANUFACTURING (0. 
Reservation or Charter, 7:30 eee s AL MIKALOW, Director 10771 Leffi ll Road 
For further information ask F Sam at COASTAL SCHOOL OF DIVING ettingwe oad é 
GRanite 7-0884 or Bill, EXbrook 9-0873 8111 McArthur Bivd. Oakland, Calif. Norwalk California 
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AMERICK'S Acs UNDERWATER SUITS 


YEAR ‘ROUND PROTECTION 


WIDE RANGE OF STYLES AND SIZES 


Make the diving season last twice as long. Full suits, hoods, shirts or pants. Four sizes, 


Top comfort and maneuverability. 


‘““WET’’ OR “DRY’’ MODELS 


to fit every physique. 


CUSTOM MADE OR IN KITS 


In finest quality ‘‘closed cell’’ foam neoprene Ready to wear or “Do-it-Yourself” kits for 


or pure gum rubber. 


eee eeeee ee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


eeeeeeeesees 


VDS10 FULL DRY SUIT—FRONT ENTRY Highest 
quality, two-ply lightweight gum rubber. 
Effective seal everywhere. Entry chute 
closes with rubber strap. Exhaust valve at 
neck releases excess air. Extra strong seams, 
double reinforced at seam crossings. Hand- 
some two-tone blue. Complete body cover- 
age, including hood, and soft boots which 
slide easily into Swim-Fins......... $54.95 


VDS11 FULL DRY SUIT—WAIST ENTRY Same top 
protection, materials and color as VDS10 
above. Two piece—shirt with hood and pants 
with boots. Ring and rail assembly included 
for sealing shirt to pants............ $54.95 


vws20 wet sHiRT Golden foam neoprene 
with green striping. Zipper for easy entry, 





the economy minded. 










eeeeereeeeeeees 


eeeereeeeeeeseeeeee eereeeeeeee 


“Do-It-Yourseif” Kits 


Offer substanti 

: ‘ ; ‘ ial savings 

most practical wet shirt available. Ideal for Self-satisfaction or po 
t 


a tee “ . accomplishment, 
skin-diving, water skiing or boating. .$29.95 VWS80 Full Wet sy; 
uit Kit, $47.95 


VOS80 Full Dry Suit Kit, $37.59 


snug closing. Short sleeves. Best looking, 


VWS10 FULL WET SUIT (3 piece, including 


hood) Closed cell foam neoprene, with Repair Kits 

Materials and 
Quick repairs. 9 
brass zippers for easy entry, snug fit. Black icing avoids jo 


2 se : diving time 
with green striping. Includes pants, shirt 
NI ocsGitce aasen aren ane eae $75.00 


smooth inner surface for comfort. Solid tools for easy 
n-the-spot sery. 


SS Of valuable 


VSRK1 Dry Suit Repair Kit, $1.25 
VSRK2 Wet Suit Repair Kit, $2.50 







America’s Finest Swim Equipment 


45 West 18th Street 211 East Harrison Street 2945 East 12th St. 
New York 11, N. Y. Danville, Ill. Los Angeles 23, Calif. 
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IS WORTH | 
EVERY DOLLAR 


IT COSTS! 
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dards 





of Safety 


Undersea photo courtesy Park Breck Undersea Spor 


When you buy a Scott Hydro-Pak you join a vast group of safety-minded people who 
know that an investment in safety brings confidence, comfort and pleasure. The Scott 
Hydro-Pak is engineered to meet the highest standards of safety. Materials have been 
selected only after careful tests for corrosion-resistance and durability. All of the experience 
gained in the manufacture of hundreds of thousands of protective demand breathing 
devices (more than any manufacturer in the world) has contributed to the excellence 
of the Scott Hydro-Pak. 


The full face mask provides a new concept in underwater breathing safety and comfort. 
You can cough or sneeze without danger. There is nothing to come loose or become 
dislodged. The large safety glass lens gives excellent underwater vision. 

The basic design of the famous Scott demand regulator is used in equipment daily 
protecting men in the fire and rescue services, in industry, in the Air Force, Navy and 
commercial aviation throughout the world. A record for dependability that is unequalled 

. . your assurance of complete safety. 

These are but a few of the many features that make the Scott Hydro-Pak the safest and 
the best your money can buy. There are many more which you should 


know about. Let us send you complete information. 
Mail coupon below. 


COTT AVIATION CORP. 


8501 ERIE STREET LANCASTER, N.Y. 


Canata: Safety Supply Co., Toronto — Branches in principal cities ee el 
Export: Southern Oxygen Co., 15 W. 57th St., New York 19, N.Y. 





